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Every visitor to this country will want... 


MOTORISTS’ COMPANION 


ON THE 


HIGHWAYS OF SCOTLAND 


Christopher Trent 


This book sets out to be precisely what it is called, 
a “Companion” on the open road, a knowledgeable 
companion to point out the chief places of interest 
on the highways, to give a friendly commentary on 
~ ) the changing scene, to interpret the background of 
a HIGHWAYS Scottish life and landscape. 


CONTENTS INCLUDE 


The Great North Road - Grampian Way 
to Deeside - East Coast Roads - By the 
Shores of the Moray Firth - Road to 
John o’Groats - North Coast Road - 
Roads to the Isles - Western Highlands - 
Peninsular Roads - Forth to Clyde - 
Southern Uplands - Galloway Roads 


Illustrated with 13 Route Charts and 
over 60 original photographs. 





21s. net 


Uniform in format: 


MOTORISTS’ COMPANION ON THE HIGHWAYS OF ENGLAND 
Christopher Trent 


Describes the points of interest on and around the trunk roads so that 
a mere drive can become a fascinating experience. In addition to the 
text the book is beautifully illustrated with 32 pages of half-tones. Some 
of the roads described are:—The North Road, Roads to the Sussex 
Coast, Road to the Lakes, East Anglian Ways, The Marcher Road, The 
Pennine Way, Border Roads. 


Iss. net 
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HERALDRY 


Sir Thomas Innes 
of Learney 


Written by the Lord Lyon King 
of Arms, this must rank as the 
most authoritative work on the 
subject. In style and presenta- 
tion it is one of the most 
attractive. Over 150 illustra- 
tions, of which 16 are in colour, 
support a text which is right up 
to date. 42s. 


LIFE IN 
SHETLAND 


Ursula Venables 


Subtitled A World Apart this 
beautifully written book con- 
jures up the picture of a type of 
rural existence which is rapidly 
passing. For eight years the 
author and her husband shared 
in the life of a remote cliff 
township while they collected 
material for their book Birds 
and Mammals of Shet- 
land. 15s. 


LITERARY 
ESSAYS 


David Daiches 


David Daiches has achieved 
eminence as a critic on both 
sides of the Atlantic. This new 
collection of essays reflects his 
scholarly interest in an un- 
usually wide range of literary 
subjects, English, Scottish, 
American and general. There 
are studies of Shakespeare and 
Samuel Richardson, of Walter 
Scott and of Christopher North, 
of Walt Whitman and of mod- 
ern American criticism. 

16s. net 


Send for list of new books 


OLIVER & BOYD 
Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh, 1 
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Recent Successes 








John Masters 


BUGLES & A TIGER 


“A classic of English narrative 
prose to stand beside his novels. . 
One of the best autobiographies 
I have ever read’ PUNCH  16/-. 


The 
Fatal Decisions 


“Six major German defeats during 
the last war . .. Adds considerably 
to our knowledge of the last war” 
LIEUT-GEN. SIR BRIAN HORROCKS 


5/ 


Henry Cecil 


FRIENDS AT COURT 


“A highly entertaining story of 
life in and around the Law 
Courts” JOSEPH TAGGART (Star) 
“Very funny” NEWS CHRONICLE 

12/6 


Les Girls 


CONSTANCE TOMKINSON 


“The astonishing adventures of a 
blonde chorus girl whizzing 
around Europe” NANCY SPAIN 
(D. Express) 15/- 


Richard 
Llewellyn 


MR. HAMISH GLEAVE 


“A return to the swift, human 
reporting that made How Green 
Was My Valley so rewarding an 
international success” 

JOHN METCALF (S. Times) 12/6 


os 7 
David Unwin 
A VIEW OF THE HEATH 
“A distinguished, graceful and 
deeply compassionate piece of 
work” JOHN CONNELL (Evening 
News) 12/6 























BOOKS FROM BRITAIN? 


Orders and instructions to ‘A. R. & W.’ ! 


ALFRED ROYLE & WILLAN LTD. 


15, BUNHILL ROW, 
LONDON, E.C.1. 


Packers, Buyers, Members Export Section 
Shippers. of Publishers Association 


For go years we have provided ‘London Office’ facilities to 
Overseas Booksellers. 


We know the trade and the Trade knows us. 


Consolidate your supplies by case shipments and ensure mint con- 
dition on arrival—cut those post losses ! 


Bookmen value personal and intelligent attention to their needs— 


WHY NOT WRITE TO US? 
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Television Engineering : Principles and Practice 
Volume 11: Video—Frequency Amplification. _A BBC Engineer- 
ing Training Manual. By S. W. Amos, B.Sc.(Hons.), A.M.LE.E. 
and D. C. Birkinshaw, M.B.E., M.A., M.LE.E. 

82” x 54”. 272pp. Illustrated. 35s. net 
Wireless Servicing Manual 9th Edition 

By W.T. Cocking. A new edition of a standard work. 


82” x 54”. 270pp. Illustrated. 17s. 6d. net 
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i Abacs or Nomograms 
By A. Giet translated from the French by H. D. Phippen and 


ILIFFE J. W. Head. 83” x 5%”. 235pp. Illustrated. 35s. net 


Dictionary of Photography 18th Edition 


Technical Books 5, A. L. M. Sowerby, B.A., M.Sc., F.R.P.S. Provides the answer 
to every photographic problem. 
a us . 726pp. Illustrated. 21s. net 


ILIFFE & SONS LTD - DORSET HOUSE - STAMFORD ST. - LONDON : S.E.1 























ADAM & CHARLES BLACK 


THE STRUCTURE 
OF WOOD 
F. W. JANE, D.Sc. 


An exhaustive study, indis- 
pensable to students of 
botany and forestry, and 
to all technical students 
and users of timber. Pro- 
fusely illustrated, with 
photographs and line draw- 
ings. 

Publication Fuly 6os. net 


Just Published 
CAMP SIX 
FRANK S. SMYTHE 

A new edition of Frank 
Smythe’s celebrated per- 
sonal account of a great 
expedition. It displays his 
unsurpassed gift of con- 
veying the adventure of 
high altitude climbing and 
time has justified the re- 
viewer who acclaimed it as 
“one of the finest books 
ever written on climbing, 
worthy of inclusion in the 
small collection of classics’. 
Illustrated 15s. net 


BLACK’S 
VETERINARY 


DICTIONARY 

W. C. MILLER & G. P. West 
The fourth edition, revised 
and brought up-to-date. 
Said of the previous edition 
“It is well-illustrated and 
simple diagrams explain the 
text. There is no other 
comparable publication, 
and to those farming at 
home and overseas it can 
be recommended as a 
useful source of informa- 


tion. . . .”—BRITISH AGRI- 
CULTURAL BULLETIN. 
Illustrated 35s. net 


A. & C. BLACK LTD. 
4, SOHO SQ. LONDON W.1. 


























Father 
Huddleston 


Naught for your Comfort 
The book in the news—completely 
sold out on publication, now 
available again. 

Enormous demand for the book 
that ‘may well become one of the 
great books that have swayed 
public opinion.’—OXFORD MAIL. 

86,000 copies already printed. 12s.6d. 


New 


Babylon 


Desmond Stewart 
and Fohn Haylock 


‘What Iraq is really like. It brings 
up to date and enlarges on the 
information about the Iraqis and 
how they react and think.’ 

—OBSERVER. Illustrated. 16s. 


Brief Lives 


Two New Additions 


William Ill 


by David Ogg 
‘A penetrating historical study.’ 
—THE TIMES. Illustrated. 8s.6d. 


Sir Walter 
Raleigh 


by Philip Magnus 
‘Raleigh glows vividly to life in 
Sir Philip Magnus’s pages.’—THE 
TIMES LIT. SUPP. Illustrated. 8s.6d. 
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The Emigrants 


Vilhelm Moberg 
The great saga by Sweden’s fore- 
most contemporary novelist. 
‘An engrossing book.’ 
Liverpool Daily Post 


The Game 
and the Ground 


Peter Vansittart 
*This highly intelligent and versa- 
tile author’s best novel so far.’ 
DANIEL GEORGE 
‘Intensely interesting.’ Spectator 


The 
Last Hurrah 


The Atlantic Prize Novel 
by Edward O’Connor 


‘The best novel about Irish- 

Americans I have ever read.’ 
New York Times 

11th Fune 18s 


Rachel 


Joanna Richardson 


The definitive biography of the 
great 19th-century French actress. 


August Illustrated 2Is 


For Love 
and Money 


Paul Dehn 
A first selection of outstanding 


pieces, prose and poetry, grave 
and gay. 


September 10s 6d 


A complete list may obtained on 
request to 


Max Reinhardt Ltd 


66 CHANDOS PLACE WC2 








The Thought and 
Culture of the English 
Renaissance 


EDITED BY 
E. M. NUGENT 


An anthology consisting of 100 
long extracts from Tudor prose 
writers in various genres. Each 
group is accompanied by an 
authoritative essay and short 
biographies. 

688 pages. 37s. 6d. net 


Plastic Behaviour 
& Design 


J. F. BAKER, 
J. HEYMAN & 
M. R. HORNE 


With this second volume The 
Steel Skeleton is completed. 
It provides an account of the 
new simplified methods for 
designing steel structures which 
have recently been developed. 

63s. net 


Automation : 
Friend or Foe ? 
R. H. MACMILLAN 


A discussion of the technical 
advantages and limitations of 
automatic factories, and the 
social and economic aspects of 
this ‘second industrial revolu- 
tion’. 8s. 6d. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 




















an incredible discovery— 


Old Fourlegs 
The Story of the Coelacanth 
BY J. L. B. SMITH 


It was like finding a dinosaur in your back-garden . . . but 

almost unbelievably Professor Smith announced the discovery of 

a Coelacanth, a creature believed to be extinct for thousands 

of years. That was in 1953. Now, here is the full, first- 

hand account of the fourteen long years of exploration 

and scientific detection which were finally rewarded by this 
outstanding find. Professor Smith, apart from his great scientific 
renown, is a man of action. He writes vividly about this 

dramatic search—a true story of deduction, adventure, danger, 
and finally of stupendous success. 


Published this month. 21s. net 





life amongst the great apes— 


Gorillas were my Neighbours 
BY FRED MERFIELD 


The adventures of Tarzan seem less fantastic when one reads the 
true story of Fred Merfield’s life among the gorillas of the West 
African forests. Merfield has been described as the greatest white 
hunter in Africa, for he has sought out the most difficult terrain 

for his activities, and has constantly belied the theory that 

only Africans have the necessary stealth, skill and endurance 

for tracking and hunting in their dense tropical forests. 

Fred Merfield’s chief interest was always the rare and gigantic 
gorilla of West Africa, and he eventually penetrated the remote, 
little-known Mendjim country where, by the exercise of courage 
and persistence, he made friends with the wild natives. 

From then on he was to lead a remarkable life, setting up ““home”’ 
among the Mendjims and the gorillas, with a young wife fresh 
from a London suburb. For years they maintained this primitive 
existence, acquiring unique knowledge concerning the giant 
apes and other creatures. 


Published this month. 18s. net 


LONGMANS ---------------------------- 





























BARTLETT’S 
FAMILIAR QUOTATIONS 


This thirteenth and centennial edition, completely revised, 
contains 1,068 pages of quotations and the index nearly 113,500 
entries. In format a number of changes have been made which 
will make the new edition much easier to use. 50s. 


WEBSTER’S 
NEW WORLD DICTIONARY 


An entirely new work, in which every entry has been written 
afresh in the light of contemporary linguistics, psychology and 
the allied sciences. Comprising 1,716 pages, there are 142,000 
entries and 1,200 specially prepared illustrations. About 70s. 


FACING THE 
ATOMIC FUTURE 
E. W. Titterton 


Prof. Titterton presents the facts about atomic energy and 
atomic weapons in language which makes a clear understanding 
of the situation possible without a background of technical 
knowledge being required. Illustrated. About 21s. 


HIMALAYAN CIRCUIT 
G. D. Khosla 


A high caste Hindu’s travels in the villages and Buddhist 
monasteries of the Himalayas. 16 plates. 18s. 


MUTINY AT THE CURRAGH 


A. P. Ryan 
A distinguished historian now tells for the first time one of the 
most extraordinary stories of recent history. 8 plates. 18s. 


MACMILLAN & CO. LTD. 



































THE LYCIAN 
SHORE 


FREYA STARK 


‘She manages with her incom- 
parable gift of evocation to 
convey to the sedentary reader 
something of the wonder that 
she felt. How stimulating it 
must have been to sail across 
these fabled waters in the com- 
pany of this gay and brilliant 
woman who knew so much. In 
the end, however, it is the 
strength and flexibility of her 
style that enthralls us. There is 
the sense of the past, there is the 
use of the vivid epithet, the flash 
of detail. How daring and un- 
expected are her  similes,’— 
Observer. 


With Illustrations 25s, net 


Fiction 


SPRING 
LIST 


RALPH ARNOLD 





This novel gives an invigorating 
slant on publishing; and Mr. 
Arnold has great fun in catching 
some eminent literary sleuths 
playing their own game of catch- 
as-catch-can. It has an efferve- 
scent and wit which will appeal 
to all readers. 


10s. 6d. net 


JOHN MURRAY 











OS te VT 
HARRAP BOOKS 
FOR EARLY SUMMER 


The German Scene 
Social, Political, and Cultural 
1890 to the present day 
EDMOND VERMEIL 


Professor Vermeil presents an un- 
rivalled account of the rise and fall of 
20th-century Germany. Line maps. 
(July) 21s. 


Hobnails and Sea-boots 


Flower-farming in the Isles of Scilly 
WENDY ALDRIDGE 


This is the only book giving a picture 

of life in Scilly. It is a fascinating 

personal account of the author’s life 

as a flower-farmer. Illustrated —_ 
1 


V.C.’s of the Royal Navy 
JOHN FRAYN TURNER 


In the centenary year of the V.C. we 
publish a book packed with drama, 
thrills and daring. J/lustrated. 9s. 6d. 


Where Monsoons Meet 


An Anthology of Malayan Literature 
Edited by DONALD MOORE 


This book tells the colourful story 
of Malaya from the writings of 
such famous authors as Somerset 
Maugham, H. M. Tomlinson, and 
Sir T. S. Raffles. J/lustrated. 16s. 


The Best One-act Plays 
1954-55 Edited by HUGH MILLER 


The eighteenth volume in this series 
contains plays by Hugh Ross William- 
son, R. F. Delderfield, and other 
popular dramatists. 12s. 6d. 
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The Historia Pontificalis 
of John of Salisbury 


edited by MARJORIE° CHIBNALL John of Salisbury’s 
only historical work is an account covering the years 1148-1152, of 
Western Europe during and after the Second Crusade. The author 
was not only a trustworthy historian; his mastery of words gives this 
narrative a lively style which makes it of special appeal to students 
of the period. 

Nelson’s Medieval Texts 20s 


The Work of George Berkeley 


VOLUME VIII 


edited by A. A. LUCE This volume contains all Berkeley’s extant 
letters with the exception of a few which appeared in previous volumes 
in the series. It completes the publication of Berkeley’s works and 
Volume IX, which is to follow, will contain annotations and notes to 
the letters and an index of the complete works. 

viii + 312 pp 30s 


Plato: Philebus and Epinomis 


translated by A. E. TAYLOR Among the posthumous manu- 
scripts of that great Platonist, the late Professor A. E. Taylor, were 
translations of Plato’s Philebus and Epinomis. These translations and 
introductions by Professor Taylor have been edited by Professor 
Raymond Klibansky with the co-operation of G. Calogero and A. C. 
Lloyd. 

viii + 276 pp 21s 


BLOOD ROYAL 
by IAIN MONCRIEFFE and DON POTTINGER 


A study of the origins and 
development of monarchy— 
light-heartedly told with wit 
and colour on every page by 
the authors of Simple Heraldry AT 
and Simple Custom. 
12s 6d 


NELSON 36 Park Street, London W1 
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OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS 
FROM THE FRENCH 


G. TURQUET-MILNES 


‘TRANSLATE Alice? Impossible!’ “Why?’ said the Caterpillar. 


In all translation there is this hint of challenge, which good translators 
accept. Formerly the translator’s status was considerably higher than it is 
today. Urquhart’s Rabelais, and Florio’s Montaigne (versions rather than 
faithful renderings) exercised an important influence upon the writers and 
thinkers of their age. In former times, too, the translators were men of a more 
altruistic mould than many today. Albeit there are still some translators who 
translate for the love of translating, in a proselytising spirit: ‘I know a good 
thing, I must pass it on.’ Generally these are the translators of the poets, 
launched on a dangerous enterprise, ‘because’, as the old French master! told 
us, ‘of that excellence of invention, grandeur of style, magnificence of words 
which poets have more than other men’. Tytler”, however, observes that it 
is less difficult to give a poetical translation the ease of original composition 
than to give the same degree of ease to a prose translation. Prose translations 
of the lyric poets are unsatisfactory, only a poet can translate a poet, and even 
from his hand we would be unwise to expect more than a version. 


Traduttori traditori: the English language cannot render the neat Italian 
formula. Nor is it universally deserved. If there are translations which 
traduce there are also translations which transmute. It is difficult to maintain 





1Du Bellay, Défense et Illustration de la Langue Frangaise. 1549. 
2Essay on the Principles of Translation. 1791. 
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the high standard throughout a whole volume of poems, but we think 
gratefully of some of Sir John Squire’s renderings of Baudelaire, or of 
Mr. Arthur Ellis’s of Mallarmé, or Sir Edward Marsh’s astonishingly 
felicitous La Fontaine. Loving a poet, feeling the urge to translate him is a 
great possession, you carry him about with you, a recalcitrant line is your 
constant companion, the rendering of which may come to you suddenly 
while you are waiting for an omnibus, that sudden inspiration which as 
Baudelaire told us meant ‘travailler tous les jours’. These moments are rare, 
generally the poem-translator realises that the original is untranslatable, and 
has the same feeling about it as Dryden had on translating Virgil’s mag- 
nificence: ‘I am lost in admiration of it, I contemn the world when I think 
on it and myself when I translate it.’ Translation of poetry should not, 
however, be discouraged: there is perhaps no finer intellectual discipline. 
Whether the translations should be published is another question; many of 
the best never have been. 


With prose we are on different ground. There are countless translations 
of French novels today, mainly addressed to a public which has little or 
uneasy French, and is not troubled about the original. If tune and tempo are 
changed they are not offended. All that these readers require is something 
which tells a story easily, fluently, and does not read like a translation. 
Obviously the translator must be allowed a certain freedom if he is to make 
himself intelligible to the ordinary reader. For translation of living languages 
is a matter of experience: more often than not the translator is working in a 
new world, a world he doesn’t know. He is unable to translate because he 
has no experience of this world, and in order to be understood he claims 
a certain freedom. The freedom, however, must be disciplined, the translator 
is servant not master, he must follow his author with untiring compliance 
and sympathy. An excellent example is quoted by Dr. E. V. Rieu from 
Mr. H. N. P. Sloman’s translation of Maupassant’s description of a village 
priest: ‘il avait l’air d’un solide et bizarre ecclésiastique des pays chauds, fait 
pour les aventures plus que pour dire la messe’, “he looked like one of those 
eccentric muscular Christians from the tropics, more at home in a tight corner 
than at the altar’, which preserves the meaning and at the same time makes 
the picture clear to readers of English. That is the all important thing. 


If someone whose literary taste one respects, but who does not read 
French exclaims “What a delightful writer is [say] St. Exupéry’, surely that 
is something of a feather in the translator’s cap: When, on reading a recent 
translation of Balzac’s Eugénie Grandet, the Balzac ‘fan’ may demur “Would 
Balzac have said that:’ and on referring to the original discovers that as a 
matter of fact Balzac didn’t say it, has great harm been done: I am not sure. 
Probably not, so long as criticism, particularly criticism of style, is under- 
taken only by those who know the original. 
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Ideally, as with poetry, the novel-translator should love his author and 
long to do him justice. Scott-Moncrieff translating Proust reaches the high 
water mark of excellence here. You may perhaps quarrel with the rendering 
of this or that word, but how felicitous is the whole thing, so often what a 
translation should be, twice blessed! Eloquence is so delicate a thing it can 
be destroyed or enhanced by a syllable, as when Scott-Moncrieff, rendering 
the famous passage where Proust describes the night phantasies dispelled by 
‘le doigt levé du jour’, says ‘the lifted forefinger of day’, to quote only one 
happy example. 

Among the untranslatables we have already ranked the poets. There are 
other writers where the charm of the book cannot be reproduced, the 
translator can only convey the thoughts and things which occupied the 
writer’s mind. Of such is the exquisite Colette. Other untranslatables are 
the humorists, particularly those whose humour has a punning turn. The 
pun really is untranslatable: the classic ‘Is life worth living? It depends upon 
the liver’, rendered ‘La vie vaut-elle la peine d’étre vécu? Question de foie’ 
is a unique jewel. That recent French best-seller Daninos’ Carnets du Major 
Thompson swarms with puns which just had to be left out in the translation, 
even so the book has made countless Englishmen laugh. The burlesque, too, 
presents difficulties because the translator needs to know the original model: 
that again is where Sir Edward Marsh’s La Fontaine is so successful, but 
Marsh was a fine classical scholar. 


The French contemporary theatre would appear to have been fairly well 
served in English, since the translator, supported herein by the actor, profits 
by the theatrical tradition of freedom and adaptation. The theatre-going 
public goes to see a good play, given it he is satisfied and does not protest 
‘this is not Anouilh, that doesn’t sound like Sartre’ because even those 
among the public who know French are unfamiliar with the originals. 
Whereas one could probably find many among them who would sigh “This 
doesn’t convey Moliére.’ 


Are there, then, any Rules for Translation? Those laid down by Tytler 
in 1791 still seem as good as any. 

I. That the translator should give a complete transcript of the ideas of the 

original work. 

I. That the style and manner of writing should be of the same character as 
that of the original. 

Il. That the translation should have all the ease of original composition. 

It should be unnecessary to add that the translator from French should 
really know French—a much rarer qualification than is generally supposed. 
One is amazed to see the elementary mistakes made by accredited translators 
(foin des jeunes filles, ‘girls playing in the hay’; trait d’humeur, ‘a humorous 
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sally’ and the like). It is a commonplace to warn that identical words in the 
two languages have not identical meanings. The too literal translation should 
be avoided, but fear of the literal can be carried too far. “Toute ma vie’, says 
General de Gaulle in the opening sentence of his Mémoires de Guerre, ‘je me 
suis fait une certaine idée de la France’. ‘I have thought of France in a certain 
way’ is disappointingly flat. “Never embellish’, said Belloc. Yes, but do not 
unnecessarily soft pedal your author. Equally important, don’t make an 
obscure author more obscure by adding obscurities of your own. This 
of course is very important when translating philosophic works. Bergson, 
that monument of unfailing modest courtesy, kept a watchful eye on his 
translators, and probably worried himself as much as he worried them: the 
result is clarity. Camus’ L’homme Revolté has been well rendered, although 
it is difficult to understand why ‘in the interests of economy certain pages 
had to be omitted’. Those philosophic works of Sartre which have been 
translated into English have not in the main been made more difficult than 
they are in the original. 


Extreme accuracy can, of course, become the enemy of distinction. 
Imitation of style is regulated by the genius of the language. The translator 
should possess some individual distinction of style, but not allow it to 
obliterate the French style. No one would translate the tripping Mozartian 
sentences of Voltaire’s Candide into the Johnsonian periods of its opposite 
number Rasselas, and certainly Professor J. Butt has not erred in this 
direction. It is something of a shock to find Bossuet’s or Fénélon’s language 
at times rendered into English slang. Admittedly with Bossuet the difficulties 
are great, because one of the components of his incomparable eloquence was 
his—hitherto unprecedented—mingling of the trivial with the sublime. But 
dignity should be preserved. All too often in critical biographies translations 
from the French pass unchallenged. Too few of these writers adopt the 
courageous procedure followed by Professor F. C. Green in his Rousseau, 
giving the original French of quotations in footnote or appendix. 


Freedom again must obviously be allowed in the translation of idioms, 
expletives, ‘opprobrious epithets’, or archaic exclamations. (Lord Sudley’s 
Three Musketeers deals happily with this last problem). The tenses, too, must 
be freely dealt with, but these things are, or should be, taught in school. 


When all is said, it is not enough for the translator to know French, he 
should know France and the French people (a knowledge best attained, said 
Stendhal, by living in a French provincial town and if possible having a 
lawsuit). It is most important to consider how we are training the translators 
of tomorrow, who should occupy an increasingly important place in the 
complicated world in which we live. English University students reading for 





3Foreword by Sir Herbert Read. 
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an honours degree in Modern Languages spend their vacations abroad 
attending vacation courses (often admirable in their way) provided by the 
French universities. They live mostly in hostels associating with other English 
or non-French students, they work very hard, and come home with an 
improved, but by no means thorough, knowledge of the French language 
or of French people. They would do better living in a French family. That 


is the crux. 


The good translator must mix with various conditions of men. He should 
know how mothers speak to their children, how people speak to their 
servants (if they have any), how they write to one another, how the peasants 
talk among themselves, all the things you don’t find in books, ‘which are 
all very well in their way, but a mighty bloodless substitute for life’. Equally 
he must know his own country and his own people, since, as we pointed out 
earlier, translation is a matter of experience. 


It would be a pity to end on a pessimistic note. There are indeed few 
translations today which attain the high standard of Scott-Moncrieff’s 
Proust, or of W. H. Blakes’ Maria Chapdelaine, but it would be churlish to 
deny that there are some good translations. Such are in general the Penguin 
translations under the editorship of that fine scholar Dr. Rieu: for example, 
Professor J. Butt’s Candide, Dr. L. W. Tancock’s Germinal, Mr. H. N. P. 
Sloman’s Tales of de Maupassant, Mr. J. M. Cohen’s Rabelais, Lord Sudley’s 
Three Musketeers. 


It cannot, however, be denied that the translator is generally held in little 
honour. With so many gifts demanded of him this should not be so. 
Monsieur Valéry Larbaud—himself a remarkable translator—defining the 
ideal translator, pointed out that ‘his motto is service, he asks nothing for 
himself, practises self-surrender to the author he has chosen, is endowed 
with patience, charity, scrupulous honesty, scholarship and a good memory: 
virtues which may be lacking in some of the acutest minds, but which are 
never found in association with mediocrity’. Yes, he must be above all 
honest, sincere, devoid of affectation, translating into the loved mother 
tongue in which, however adept a linguist a man may be, he counts and 
prays. Dr. Johnson in his Dictionary defines a lexicographer as ‘a harmless 
drudge’. The translator should not be allowed to fall into this category. 


G. Turquet-Milnes, Professor Emeritus of French Language and Literature in the University 
of London, has written critical studies in French literature and contributions to reviews, including 
Some Modern French Writers (studies in Bergsonism), From Pascal to Proust, Introduction to Mallarmé 
in English Verse, and Paul Valéry, and has translated into English Joachim du Bellay’s Defence 
and Illustration of the French Language. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is inconsultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 








GENERAL WORKS 

Bibliographies 

EDUCATION BOOK GUIDE. Compiled by the National Book 

League. Councils and Education Press, 12s.6d. 1956. 25°5 cm. 138 pages. 

The first issue of this Guide, which is intended to be an annual publication, appears 
at a time when stress is being laid on the importance of introducing children, during 
their school life, to books worth reading. It brings together the titles of all books 
suitable for use in schools (both classroom and library) published between January 
and November 1955. Books for pupils up to eighteen years of age are covered. The 
list is not selective, and the inclusion of a book does not imply recommendation. 
The annotations are taken from notes supplied by the publishers. The books are 
arranged by subject in alphabetical order and are graded (e.g., Primary, Juniors, 
Secondary). Foreign as well as British authors are included. (016) 


CHILD PSYCHOLOGY. Edna Balint. Cambridge University Press for the 
National Book League, 2s.6d. 1956. 18-5 cm. 24 pages. Paper covers. (Reader’s Guides, 
Second Series, 4) 

This useful booklist is a clear indication of the development in the last fifty years 

of the literature devoted to various aspects of childhood, particularly studies based 

on methods of scientific observation. At the beginning of the century the choice 
of such books was very limited but since then knowledge of children has been 
enriched by specialists in the separate fields of philosophy and medicine. An 
interesting introduction by the compiler prefaces an annotated list divided into four 
sections: basic textbooks and researches; the child in the family; child psychology 
applied to education; psychological study and treatment of the disturbed child. 
(016-1367) 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL DIAGRAMS OF ALLOYS: A 
Bibliography. Compiled by J. L. Haughton. 2nd edition by A. Prince. Institute of 
Metals, 35s. 1956. 22 cm. 324 pages. 

Originally published in 1942, this bibliography has been brought up to the end of 

1954, with some even later articles. The arrangement is alphabetically by the 

chemical symbols for the metals of each alloy, and reference is made to the Journal 

of the Institute of Metals for articles abstracted. Articles containing new information 
are starred. As a comprehensive index to constitutional diagrams this is an admirable 


work. (016669016) 


ANNUAL BULLETIN OF HISTORICAL LITERATURE. 
No. XL. Dealing with Publications of the year 1954. Edited by R. R. Betts. 
George Philip for the Historical Association, 2s.6d. 1955. 21°5 cm. 58 pages. Index. 
Paper covers. 

Main sources and secondary works are surveyed by a competent team of historians, 

a very large number of books and periodical articles, British and foreign, being 

noted. All periods are covered from prehistory to contemporary times, and each 

section deals with works relating to all areas of the world. There is an author index 

to all publications mentioned. (016-9) 
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Libraries Archives 
THE SMUTS PAPERS. The Creighton Lecture in History, 1955. Sir Keith 
Hancock. University of London: Athlone Press, 3s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 20 pages. Paper 
covers. 
Sir Keith Hancock is Academic Adviser to the Trustees of the Smuts archive. In 
this lecture he describes the origin of this archive in the public and private papers 
at General Smuts’ home at Doornkloof, to which have been added the documents 
collected by the General’s secretary, Mr. Henry Cooper, and a good deal of material 
gathered by Sir Keith Hancock and his colleagues. This mass of material has been 
carefully arranged and catalogued and when the work is complete it is hoped that 
the publication of many documents and the writing of a definitive life will be 
possible. This lecture, though brief, describes the nature of the collection and gives 
some idea of its varied contents. (026) 


THE CHANCE TO READ. Public Libraries in the World Today. 
Lionel R. McColvin. Phoenix House, 35s. 1956. 22 cm. 284 pages. 27 photo- 
graphs. Bibliography. Index. 

An important contribution, by a Public Librarian of International repute, outlook 

and experience, to the literature of Public Library development, wherein is firmly 

stated the true functions of a public library service together with the basic causes for 
failure, by authority and by the library profession, in countries of varying economic 
and cultural standards. That all men must be given opportunity to use books is the 
author’s starting point; then follows an examination of the methods, facts and figures 
of existing public library systems. From it all emerges a pattern for future projects 
and a pattern against which existing services should also be reconsidered. This is not 
a book for librarians only, but should appeal to all who are concerned with the 
spread of literacy. (027-4) 


Encyclopaedias 
BRITANNICA BOOK OF THE YEAR, 1956. Edited by Walter 
Yust and John Armitage. Encyclopaedia Britannica, 84s. 1956. 28 cm. $36 pages. 
307 illustrations. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
A first-hand twenty-four page report by William Benton on propaganda resources 
and techniques in the Soviet Union and its satellites entitled “The Voice of the 
Kremlin’ precedes the Diary of Events of 1955. New features of special interest 
among the $15 articles included here are Afro-Asian Conference, British Exports and 
Imports, Geneva Conferences, maps showing Germany’s importance in Europe, 
Western European Union, and Yalta Agreements, an historical digression occasioned 
by the U.S. State Department’s publication during 1955 of the Yalta Conference 
documents. Three new articles, Automation, Guided Weapons, and Atomic Energy 
Conference speak of developments whose impacts on our lives are as yet imperfectly 
measured. (032) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


NEW DIRECTIONS IN PSYCHO-ANALYSIS. The Significance 
of Infant Conflict in the Pattern of Adult Behaviour. Edited by Melanie Klein, 
Paula Heimann and Roger Money-Kyrle. Preface by Ernest Jones. Tavistock 
Publications, 38s. 1955. 22°5 cm. $48 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 

These papers provide a good opportunity of assessing the value of the form of 

psycho-analysis auhiged by Melanie Klein, which is at present both controversial 
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and influential within Freudian circles. Several of the clinical papers (¢.g., one on the 
analysis of a schizophrenic child, and one on paranoid patients in analysis) are of 
high intrinsic interest. Most of the papers on “Applied Psycho-Analysis’ (dealing 
mainly with aesthetics and group functioning) are too elaborate for the not v 
important insights they offer. The bizarre concepts and terminology of the boo 
require the reader to be already reconciled to psycho-analytic modes of expression. 


(131-34) 


* THE JOURNAL OF ANALYTICAL PSYCHOLOGY. Editor: 


Michael Fordham. Sponsored by the Society of Analytical Psychology. Vol. 1, 

No. 1, 1955. Tavistock Publications. Published twice annually at present. 12s.6d. 

per issue. 21s. per vol. 23-5 cm. 
The practitioners of analytical psychology, who follow Jung, are a small group in 
Britain, though Jung’s ideas have wide popular influence. This is the first number 
of a journal (of which two numbers are to constitute a volume) sponsored by their 
Society. It represents the Jungians’ characteristic strengths (especially the range of 
interest and insight uniting mythology, literature, religion, anthropology and 
psychotherapy) and their weaknesses (a neglect of scientific safeguards in observation 
and report, the use of ill-defined concepts, and an inclination to the occult). The 
best feature of this number is the serious attention given to the ‘counter-transference’ 
and the patient’s influence on the analyst during the psychological treatment. 


(131-3405) 


THE NORMAL CHILD and Some of his Abnormalities. A General 
Introduction to the Psychology of Childhood. C. W. Valentine. Penguin Books, 
38.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 290 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. Paper 
covers. (Pelican Books) 

Summarising psychological findings on child development for parents and teachers, 

the former Professor of Education in the University of Birmingham (himself a child 

psychologist) discusses social, emotional and moral development (including the 
commoner forms of minor maladjustment), intelligence and the aptitudes that affect 
school progress. The tendency of the book is to simplify and to be reassuring, 
especially by challenging psycho-analytic findings whenever possible. The prominence 
accorded to the work of the author and his students, and some complacency of tone, 
make the book a little parochial, but it is informative and its simple robustness of 
manner will make it welcome to readers who distrust subtleties. (136-7) 


PRESENT-DAY PSYCHOLOGY. An Original Survey of Departments, 
Branches, Methods and Phases, including Clinical and Dynamic Psychology. 
Edited by A. A. Roback. Peter Owen, 70s. 1956. 21°§ cm. 1,010 pages. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The value of this collection of forty papers lies in its comprehensive survey of the 

whole field of modern psychology, theoretical and applied; its weakness in the 

uneven quality of the contributions. Though some are very good, some are superficial 
and others give disproportionate emphasis to their authors’ own small contributions 
to the topic. The volume is likely to be of most use to university students in their 
second year who want an introduction to recent work in psychology. Given guidance 
on the relative soundness of the various chapters, they can usefully take them as a 
starting point for further reading. (150) 
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RISK AND GAMBLING. The Study of Subjective Probability. 
John Cohen and Mark Hansel. Longmans, 14s. 1956. 19 cm. 164 pages. 6 diagrams. 
24 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Probability is the science of chance, but the votary of chance may prefer one chance 

in a million of winning £75,000 to an even chance of winning £1. How far, then, 

are estimates of risk or gain influenced by subjective factors: The authors, both 
psychologists, have carried out a series of novel and interesting experiments and 
described them in simple, non-technical language. The experiments were planned to 
cover wide fields of uncertainty, not necessarily involving risk or gain, and no 
attempt has been made to draw rigid conclusions; we have simply an account of the 
first steps in an exciting enquiry. (159) 


PLATO: PHILEBUS and EPINOMIS. Translation from the Greek 
and Introduction by A. E. Taylor. Edited by Raymond Klibansky with the 
co-operation of Guido Calogero and A. C. Lloyd. Nelson, 21s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
280 pages. 

Some years ago Professor Klibansky of McGill University, Montreal, discovered in 

the Edinburgh University Library papers in the hand of the eminent Platonist 

A. E. Taylor, who died in 1945. These contained unrevised translations, with 

substantial Introductions in some cases, of certain of Plato’s later dialogues. It was 

decided to publish this material in two separate volumes edited by Professor Klibansky 
and others. This first volume contains Philebus and Epinomis, with Taylor’s 90-page 

Introduction to the former. His text has received the minimum of necessary 

correction, and debatable points are dealt with in Additional Notes at the end. The 

editors also supply explanatory footnotes and an Introduction to Epinomis. A valuable 

instrument for students of philosophy. (184) 


ARISTOTLE’S METAPHYSICS. Edited and translated from the Greek 
by John Warrington. Introduction by Sir David Ross. Dent, 7s. 1956. 18*5 cm. 
416 pages. Bibliography. Index of chapter headings. (Everyman’s Library) 

The selection of Aristotle’s Metaphysics as the 1oooth volume in “Everyman’s Library’ 
is an appreciable tribute to the value of humanistic studies. The editor has shown great 
skill in aiding the reader’s understanding of a difficult classic. The English is simple 
and unambiguous, the work is divided into chapters with titles, brief but numerous 
explanatory footnotes are given, and some rearrangement of the component parts 
has been carried out, nothing, however, being omitted. A valuable instrument for 
all students of philosophy. 

The roooth volume celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of this famous series and 
marks a great achievement in publishing, recognised and appreciated everywhere, 
which has made the world’s most famous books easily available, in inexpensive, well 
printed and well bound editions. A complete catalogue of the series can be obtained 
from the publishers. (185) 


THE REVOLUTION IN PHILOSOPHY. A. J. Ayer, W. C. Kneale, 
G. A. Paul, D. F. Pears, P. F. Strawson, G. J. Warnock, R. A. Wollheim. 
Introduction by Gilbert Ryle. Macmillan, 1os.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 132 pages. 

Most of the essays in this little book were delivered originally as talks on the B.B.C. 

Third Programme. Their assembly in print will be welcomed. Recent developments 

in British philosophy have been the source of bitter controversy. These clearly 

written chapters will do much to allay fears and restore confidence. The ground 
covered is extensive: Moore’s notion of common sense, the Vienna Circle, the 
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meaning of analysis, the contribution of Russell, Frege, and Wittgenstein. The 
admirably clear introduction by Ryle puts the whole movement in perspective, and 
Warnock’s reminder of the many different uses of language should do much to 
remove the objection that linguistic analysis is inevitably iconoclastic. (190-4) 


SOLOV YEV: Prophet of Russian-Western Unity. Egbert Munzer. Hollis & Carter, 
12s.6d. 1956. 22°5 cm. 160 pages. 
For many years the Russian mentality was transmitted to the western world solely 
through the work of the great novelists. More recently the work of such thinkers as 
Berdyaev has demonstrated the richness of the Russian philosophical and theological 
outlook. An even more original mind was the great friend and inspirer of Dostoevsky, 
Solovyev. Solovyev was a genuine mystic, but his work is expounded in clear and 
logical sequence and the more we know of his outlook the more it seems to have 
universal appeal. Above all, it was Solovyev who resurrected the idea of Sophia 
(or Wisdom), which, conceived as the Tao in oriental thought, has tended to be lost 
by modern rationalist philosophers of the west. This clear and concise account is 
published at an opportune moment. (197) 


RELIGION 


THE SELF AND THE DRAMAS OF HISTORY. Reinhold Niebuhr. 
Faber, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 264 pages. Index. 
Next to Paul Tillich, Reinhold Niebuhr is perhaps the dominant Protestant thinker 
of the Anglo-Saxon world. With each book he seems to increase in stature; the 
publishers’ claim that this is one of his most important works is therefore fully 
justified. Using as his starting-point the famous I-Thou distinction of Martin Buber, 
he develops the notion of the Self as being engaged in a perpetual dialogue. There is 
a purely internal dialogue, a dialogue with other selves, and finally a dialogue with a 
Being who, unless wholly imaginary, cannot be other than God. This thesis is 
developed with reference to psychological theory, current views of history and 
human nature, and the dogmas of Christian theology. Perhaps the germ of the 
argument is best summed up in the author’s statement that ‘the self is so great and so 
small that its greatness cannot be contained in the smallness’. (201) 


NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY. J. B. Phillips. Hodder & 
Stoughton, 10s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 124 pages. 
The author, whose modern renderings of the Gospels and Epistles have made the 
New Testament come alive for many, gives us in this volume a brief, forceful and 
persuasive exposition of the kind of life that has as its spearhead, to use his own words, 
the personal visit of God to this planet in the person of Jesus Christ. Without dealing 
with particular texts, he centres attention on faith, love and peace, and concludes with 
some counsel on Christian maintenance and service. Although difficulties are some- 
times underestimated, this presentation of the Christian life should make a wide 


appeal. (240) 


THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM. J. C. 
Dickinson. Cambridge University Press, 18s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 166 pages. 29 illustrations. 
Plan. Bibliographical note. Index. 

The author provides a detailed and well-documented account of the shrine at 

Walsingham in the county of Norfolk which achieved renown in medieval times 

and is now visited annually by Anglicans and Roman Catholics. In the reign of 
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Henry VIII the priory into which the chapel with its famous statue of the Virgin 
and the Child had been converted shortly after its erection suffered dissolution and 
the statue was burnt. The first part of the book traces the history of the priory and 
pilgrimages, while in the second part the architecture of the site is reconstructed. 
The value of this scholarly work is enhanced by the excellent plates and Pe 

248) 


COMMUNISM AND CHRISTIANITY. M. C. D'Arcy. Penguin 
Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 192 pages. Paper covers. 
Father Martin D’Arcy is deservedly known as one of the foremost Jesuit intellectuals 
in Britain. By training a theologian and philosopher, he is also an authority on 
literature and a shrewd observer of contemporary events. This addition to the list of 
“Penguin specials’ is ‘an examination of the Christian and Communist philosophies 
in their views of human life and happiness’, and the reader will be glad to find that the 
treatment is throughout calm, generous and—on that account—convincing. There 
is no vituperation or exaggerated polemics, but the author makes it clear that the 
Christian philosophy is at all times opposed to Marxist materialism. Particularly 
interesting is his demonstration that Marxism, though nominally the enemy of 
slavery, represents a form of ‘slavery to the future’. (261-7) 


JOHN OF SALISBURY’S MEMOIRS OF THE PAPAL COURT 
(Icannis Saresberiensis Historia Pontificalis). Translated from the Latin with 
introduction and notes by Marjorie Chibnall. Nelson, 20s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 250 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. (Nelson’s Medieval Texts) 

Close on the heels of his Early Letters comes this careful translation (opposite a 

corrected version of R. L. Poole’s text) of what Dr. Chibnall happily renders as 

John of Salisbury’s Memoirs of the Papal Court. They cover the busy years 1148-1152 

and bring in the great Council of Rheims, Arnold of Brescia, the Second Crusade, and 

several celebrated cases. The introduction is valuable for its scrupulous reconsideration 
of the difficult questions of the work’s date and manner of composition, and John’s 
authority for what he says. Unless new evidence appears, Dr. Chibnall’s modest 
suggestions as to how and when this historical classic was written are unlikely to be 
much questioned. (271-3) 


FREE CHURCH UNITY. History of the Free Church Council 
Movement, 1896-1941. E. K. H. Jordan. Lutterworth Press, 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
254 pages. Index. 

The story here told is concerned with the role of the Free Churches in the religious 

life of Britain in the period 1896-1941. While full information is given about the 

evolution of the organisation of the Free Church Council, the writer’s main object 
is to describe the part played by the Free Churches, acting together, in relating the 

Christian Faith to the national life. Education, liberty of worship, peace and war, 

Church reunion and other issues are brought under review and the treatment shows 

careful research and sound judgment. It is unfortunate that the limiting year should 

be 1941. (2742) 


WATER INTO WINE. A Study of Ritual Idiom in the Middle East. 

E. S. Drower. Murray, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 290 pages. Numerous illustrations. Index. 
That there is an underlying unity of ritual symbolism in the diverse sacraments of the 
numerous Christian churches is often assumed. But its true character and the fact 
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that these sacraments belong, like a genus, to a much wider family of ritual patterns 
which derive substantially from a single ancient source is less widely appreciated. 
Lady Drower’s patient investigations during long residence in the Middle East and 
her subsequent researches have gone far to demonstrate this, particularly with 
reference to the ancient sacred meal from which stem not only ‘mass’ and 
‘communion’ but equally the Parsi yasna and the Mandaean masigta as well as the 


Jewish passover. The results of her meticulous recording and comparisons provide 
indispensable data on the long and fundamental continuity of religious observances 
from the Ancient East to the modern world. (291-3) 


THE TWELVE OLYMPIANS and Their Guests. Charles Seltman. 
Revised and enlarged edition. Max Parrish, 17s.6d. 1956. 22*5 cm. 208 pages. 
51 illustrations. 3 diagrams. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

We should all be grateful to the learned numismatist who, by way of relaxation, has 

been writing for the wider public such books as Women in Antiquity and The Twelve 

Olympians. The latter work, an account of the gods of Classical Greece, appeared in 

1952, and we are now given a new and enlarged edition, in which ‘honorary 

Olympians’, from Heracles to Augustus, are included. The style and tone are those 

of a scholar who is also a man of the world: though he does not postulate erudition 

in his readers, he persistently credits them with intellectual and aesthetic maturity. 

The illustrations, which one could wish more numerous, are admirably selected 

and presented. All humanists in the widest sense will welcome this book, which 

may well become a classic. (292) 


JEWISH RELIGIOUS POLEMIC of early and later centuries, a study 
of documents here rendered in English. Oliver Shaw Rankin. Edinburgh University 
Press (Edinburgh), 18s. 1956. 23 cm. 264 pages. Notes. Indexes. (Edinburgh University 
Publications: Language and Literature, No. 9) 

In this posthumous work of the late Professor of Old Testament Language and 

Theology in the University of Edinburgh we are presented with a translation in 

each of the categories of narrative, poetry, letters and debate of important documents 

not available elsewhere in English, the whole designed to exemplify the Jewish 
response to attack on the Jewish faith at various times up to the seventeenth century. 

By his scholarly renderings, introductions and notes Dr. Rankin has done a service 

to Jewish history, literature and religion. His book will be welcomed by all interested 

in Jewish-Christian relations and in the history of thought as seen in religious 

polemic. (296-3) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Political Science 


RICHARD JEBB AND THE PROBLEM OF EMPIRE. 
J. D. B. Miller. University of London: Athlone Press, 4s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 48 pages. 
Paper covers. (Institute of Commonwealth Studies, Commonwealth Papers, No. 3) 

Richard Jebb (1875-1953) was a strong advocate of Imperial unity through the close 

association of independent member states, linked together chiefly by economic needs 

and a policy of Tariff Reform. In this he differed from Lionel Curtis and the Round 

Table movement, whose emphasis was on Imperial Federation. Though his period 

of greatest influence was before 1914, and in the latter part of his life he was a some- 

what ineffective figure, Jebb’s conception of the Commonwealth has to a considerable 
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extent been realised. This concise review of his character and ideas, while by no means 
ignoring the weaker aspects of them, presents an interesting picture of a largely 
forgotten man. (325°342) 


AN AMERICAN VISTA. Dean Acheson. Hamish Hamilton, 15s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 160 pages. 
On account of the forthcoming Presidential elections, a wide interest is being taken 
in the American political parties and so this book appears at an appropriate time. 
Mr. Acheson, who was Secretary of State from 1949 to 1953, published it in America 
under the title A Democrat looks at his Party. In it he tells how he first joined what he 
claims to be the oldest political party in the world and why he has continued to 
support it as being the party most representative of the American tradition. (329°3) 


Economics 
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. Economic and 
Commercial Conditions in the Federal Republic of Germany and West Berlin. 
Prepared by members of the United Kingdom High Commission in Bonn, 
March, 1955. H.M. Stationery Office, 12s.6d. 1956. 24°5 cm. 416 pages. Diagrams. 
4 maps. Tables. Paper covers. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 
As this is the first economic survey of the Federal Republic of Germany to be made 
since the war it has been expanded to include a history of economic development since 
1945, thus greatly increasing its value. The volume gives a full account, with 
numerous statistical tables and diagrams, of all aspects of the country’s economic 
life: population, the national income, the monetary system, industry, agriculture, 
fisheries, domestic and foreign trade, transport and communications, and labour 
and social affairs. Part Il is a separate account of conditions in West Berlin, giving 
information not readily accessible elsewhere. (330°943087) 


THE ECONOMY OF EAST AFRICA. A Study of Trends. The 
Economist Intelligence Unit. East African Railways and Harbours Administration 
(Nairobi), E.A.Sh. 17.50. 1955. 24 cm. 242 pages. 3 maps. 8 charts. Tables. 
Paper covers. 

This comprehensive study was commissioned by the East African Railways and 

Harbours to provide a detailed background for the future development of the 

administration. While, therefore, primarily designed for use in relation to transport 

facilities, it has a mass of valuable historical and statistical information and gives a 

comprehensive picture of the economic development and probable trends of an 


increasingly important part of Africa. (330°9676) 


THE STOCK EXCHANGE OFFICIAL YEAR-BOOK, 1956. 
Vol. I. Edited by Arthur Francis Benn Cooke. Skinner, 160s. per set of 2 vols. 
1956. 25*5 cm. 1,744 pages. Index. 

The division of contents between the two volumes of the 1956 Stock Exchange 

Year-Book is the same as in the last issue, and the second volume will appear later 

in the year. The information in the present volume has been revised and brought 

up to date, and consists of a comprehensive list of public companies in Great Britain, 
the Dominions and Colonies, America, and other countries, with the amount of 
capital and dividends held by the companies. Volume II will contain the Commercial 
and Industrial Section and the Mines Section, and the complete index to both volumes. 

A Register of Defunct and other companies for 1956 will appear at the same time 

as the second volume. (332°61058) 
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THE PUBLIC CONTROL OF LAND. Jj. F. Garner. Sweet & 
Maxwell, 35s. 1956. 22 cm. 228 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
In recent years there have been many restrictions imposed on ownership and use of 
private property. This important new book attempts for the first time to give a 
complete account of how the public control of privately owned land is exercised in 
England and Wales. In the first part the author deals with the powers of local 
authorities in respect of planning, building controls, housing, highways, sea and 
rivers, and public health. Part two is a survey of the powers of control over land 
of central government departments, public utility undertakings and public 
corporations. The third part is on procedure and principles of general application 
with particular reference to the compulsory acquisition of land. The author is a 
solicitor and the Town Clerk of Andover. (333°3) 


AUSTRALIA’S TRADE RELATIONS. An Outline History 
of Australia’s Overseas Trading Arrangements. D. F. Nicholson. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia and London), A42s.; 30s. 1955:1956. 23 cm. 334 pages. 
Index. 

D. F. Nicholson, an officer of the Australian Department of Trade and Customs, and, 

formerly, of the Department of External Affairs, has had close association with many 

of the agreements described in this book. He surveys Australia’s trading arrangements 
from 1901 to 1953, covering all intergovernmental agreements with British Common- 
wealth and foreign countries, and including those domestic developments, such as 
import licensing, which have had an effect on international trading. The General 

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade of 1947, and its effect on Australia’s relations with 

these countries is discussed in special detail. Each chapter is provided with a list of 

references. Political scientists, economists and those concerned with Australian 
exports and imports will all find this book a valuable aid. (337°9) 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY INTO THE 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY INDUSTRY. Ministry of Fuel and Power. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 6s.6d. 1956. 24°5 cm. 198 pages. Tables. Map. Index. 
Paper covers. (Command Paper 9672) 

This is the report of the committee appointed in 1954 ‘to enquire into the organisation 

and efficiency of the electricity supply industry in England and Wales in the light 

of its working under the Electricity Act, 1947, and to make recommendations’. 

It is a valuable study of industrial organisation, describing the functions of the Central 

Electricity Authority and the Area Boards, the relationship between these bodies, 

and the general structure and finance of the industry. The concluding recommenda- 

tions on such matters as administration, personnel, tariff-making and retail trading 

are evidence of the thorough investigations made by the committee. (338-39) 


INCOME AND WEALTH. Series V. Edited by Simon Kuznets. 
Bowes & Bowes, 42s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 256 pages. 8 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Series IV of this publication gave a selection of papers presented at the 1953 mecting 
of the International Association for Research in Income and Wealth. The present 
volume gives a further selection of authoritative studies prepared for the same 
meeting. The writers (James B. Jefferys and Dorothy Walters, Frangois Perroux, 
Paul Jostock, Kjeld Bjerke, Alexander Eckstein and Yuzo Yamada) describe, with 
statistical illustrations, the growth of national income during the last half century or 
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more in the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Denmark, Hungary and Japan, and 
discuss the reasons for the different rates and types of development in each country. 
(339°3) 
Law 
THE GROTIUS SOCIETY: TRANSACTIONS. Vol. 40. 1954. 
Problems of Public and Private International Law. Grotius Society, 25s. 1955. 
22 cm. 222 pages. Indexes. 
The 1954 volume is in two parts containing the proceedings of the International 
Law Conference and the six papers read before the Society during the year, 
respectively. At the Conference Judge Boeg gave an address on the Review of the 
Charter of the United Nations, and Dr. F. A. Mann spoke on Prerogative Rights 
of Foreign States and the Conflict of Laws. The volume contains indexes of subjects 
and authors covering volumes 1-40 of the Transactions. (341-062) 


INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC POLICY DURING A DECADE. 
An historical-political investigation into the problem of atomic weapons during 
the period 1945-55. Elis Biérklund. Translated from the Swedish by Albert Read 
in co-operation with the author. Allen & Unwin, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 148 pages. 
Map. Bibliography. 

The chief importance of this study lies in the examination of the Soviet Union’s 

attitude to atomic policy, which Admiral Biérklund is better qualified than most to 

conduct. The ten-year period is divided into the atomic bomb section and the 
hydrogen bomb section, and through them the development and changes in policy 
of the Western and Eastern powers are traced. The author summarises his plan for 
the abolition of certain weapons by listing eleven courses, and concludes the study 
with a detailed disposition of the known important deposits of fissionable material 
throughout the world. (341-67) 


REFLECTIONS ON HANGING. Arthur Koestler. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 
1956. 22-5 cm. 194 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Koestler’s ‘reflections’ reveal the problem of capital punishment from every 
angle. He begins by telling us why the subject haunts him. Having been himself under 
sentence of death, his approach is as much emotional as intellectual. In addition to 
telling us what he feels about hanging, however, Koestler gives us a good deal 
to think about, first in his historical account of British penal legislation, next in his 
digest of blue-books and reports of Royal Commissions, and finally in his analysis 
off the ‘philosophy of hanging’, which is a brilliant re-statement of the age-old 
problem of free-will. Many will feel that he makes his case; those who do not are 
under an obligation to discuss the subject with the same combination of sincerity 
and objectivity. (343-2) 


THE LAW OF CONTRACT. G. C. Cheshire and C. H. S. Fifoot. 
4th edition. Butterworth, 47s.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. 660 pages. Tables. Index. 
In the four years since the appearance of the last edition of this standard treatise on 
the English law of contract, many important judgments have been delivered in the 
courts requiring revision of many parts of the book. A number of sections have been 
rewritten and the work as a whole has been thoroughly brought up to date. The 
nine parts include an historical introduction and sections on the formation of contract, 
unenforceable contracts, contracts containing a vitiating element, capacity of parties, 
privity of contract, discharge of contracts, remedies for breach of contract and 
quasi-contract. (34774) 
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THE RULE AGAINST PERPETUITIES. J. H. C. Morris and 
W. Barton Leach. Stevens & Sons, 5s. 1956. 22 cm. 384 pages. Tables. Index. 
This important book by two authors, one American, Professor Leach of Harvard, 
and one British, Dr. Morris of Oxford, re-states, in relatively simple language, the 
body of property law evolved during the last three centuries as “The Rule against 
Perpetuities’, classically defined as ‘no interest is good unless it must vest, if at all, 
not later than twenty-one years after some life in being at the creation of the 
interest’, The authors give an account of the law in England, and where it is in force 
in the Commonwealth and the United States. They have added much critical 
comment on the existing law. Emphasis is placed on the way the rule functions in 
its modern environment and fulfils the need of modern society. (347°6) 


HUSBAND AND WIFE IN ENGLISH LAW. R. L._ Travers. 
Duckworth, 7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 112 pages. Bibliography. 
This book, by a barrister-at-law, is intended for non-legal readers. The author gives 
an account of the present English law on marriage in chapters dealing with the 
nature of marriage, the validity of marriage, rights and liabilities of the parties, and 
the position of children. There are also chapters on separation agreements and the 
several means of ending a marriage, a summary of the financial implications of 
matrimonial proceedings and a chapter on foreign marriage law. (347°6) 


ESSAYS ON THE LAW OF EVIDENCE. Zelman Cowen and 
P. B. Carter. Oxford University Press, 35s. 1956. 22 cm. 298 pages. Tables. Index. 
In this important volume of essays, the authors have made a detailed survey of certain 
specific topics in the law of evidence which have been the subject of recent develop- 
ment or discussion. Contributions deal with the law of hearsay, confessions, 
admissibility of evidence through illegal searches and seizures, the admissibility of 
evidence of similar facts, the opinion rule, the admissibility of criminal convictions 
in subsequent civil proceedings, unsworn statements of accused persons, problems of 
compellability and privileges and a discussion of the quantum of proof. Case law and 
literature of British Commonwealth and American common law jurisdictions have 
been frecly drawn on, in addition to English law. (347°94) 


Military Science 
BEHIND THE LINES. Twenty-eight stories of Irregular Warfare. 
Edited and with commentaries by Irwin R. Blacker. Cassell, 18s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
450 pages. 
Selected from the long and colourful history of guerrilla warfare, these stories abound 
in excitement and variety, with the main tactics of concealment and surprise common 
to all. Beginning with Morgan’s march on Panama in the seventeenth century, they 
proceed through Napoleon’s campaign in Russia, the American Civil War, Indian 
wars in Texas and Mexico, rebellion in Brazil, and Commandos under Smuts to the 
two World Wars. The war of 1939-1945 provides the majority and every theatre is 
covered. It is an absorbingly interesting collection which should appeal to readers of 
all ages. (355-42) 


—— Naval Forces 

H.M. DESTROYERS. P. K. Kemp. Jenkins, 16s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
238 pages. 32 photographs. Index. 

This is one of a series of popular histories of the various sides of the navy which is 

being written by the Admiralty Archivist; previous volumes have been Fleet Air 
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Arm and H.M. Submarines. The destroyer, which has now developed into what is in 
effect almost a light cruiser, was the maid-of-all-work at sea in both world wars. 
Lt.-Commander Kemp gives a lively account of the principal actions in which 
destroyers played a major part, and he provides an interesting and sometimes amusing 
history of their earlier development. In size, speed, handiness and armament, the 
destroyer continues to be among the most valuable types of warship and, with the 
aircraft, remains the most effective counter to the submarine. (359°31) 


Social Welfare 


THE CHILD WANTS A HOME. Foster-homes: How and Why? 
Isobel Mordy. Foreword by Sir Basil Henriques. Harrap, 8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
128 pages. Chart. 4 tables. Bibliography. 

The author of this sympathetic account of the problems of the homeless child writes 

from considerable practical experience, first in a London Dockland Settlement, later 

as Secretary-Superintendent of the Guardianship Society, and now as Children’s 

Officer in Bournemouth. She discusses simply the various means of providing for 

children who come into the care of the local authority, and gives her reasons, 

supported by reference to several case histories, for preferring the systems of boarding 
them out in foster-homes. Her attractive little book will be read by welfare workers; 

it should be widely read by the general public. (362-73) 


Education 


EMILE FOR TODAY. The Emile of Jean Jacques Rousseau. Selected, 
translated from the French and interpreted by William Boyd, Heinemann, 10s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 204 pages. 

Of all educational treatises Rousseau’s Emile (1762) is universally acclaimed the most 

suggestive and influential. In the form of a story Rousseau shows how Emile should 

be educated from infancy to manhood. The child is naturally ‘good’, he must be 
encouraged to learn only when he feels the need, all premature instruction must 
be avoided, thus, by a natural, national education, we shall produce men as well as 
citizens. In Sophie, Emile’s future bride, Rousseau considers the education of women. 

In an admirable critical Epilogue Professor Boyd summarises the educational views 

expressed in Emile and elsewhere in Rousseau’s writings. An extremely useful book 

for students. (370-1) 


CANADIAN EDUCATION TODAY. A _ Symposium. Edited by 
Joseph Katz. McGraw-Hill (Toronto, Canada), $3.95. 1956. 23-5 cm. 250 pages. 
The costs of Canadian education are mounting, as also is criticism of the results the 
educational system produces. This, therefore, is a timely book designed to give 
the general reader a better understanding of Canadian education from kindergarten to 
university. The participants are those directly concerned with the practical aspects of 
education—teachers, school principals, directors of education, university professors. 
Since education is a provincial matter, the editor has been careful to include geography 
in his planning and to choose contributors from different parts of the country. 
It is easy to see how Canada’s wide expanses and dual languages have influenced 
the Canadian character. Dr. Katz in his final, summing-up chapter, concludes that 
Canadian education ‘is characterised by a conflict of ideas and purposes. This is a 

most healthy sign that Canadian education is fully alive to its responsibilities’. 


(370-971) 
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THE RELATION BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES AND FILMS, 
RADIO AND TELEVISION. Edited by Glynne Wickham. Butterworth 
for the University of Bristol, 12s.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. 64 pages. 

Papers read at a conference on “Universities, Radio, Films and Television’ sponsored 

by the Drama Department of Bristol University. The question at issue was what 

part a university should play in the study of radio, films and television. Sound 

Broadcasting and Society; Films and University; Radio, Films, Television and 

Education were some of the subjects discussed, and such well-known experts as 

John Grierson, Basil Wright, Dr. M. M. Lewis and Roger Manvell were among 

those who took part. One important conclusion was that a university could and 

should provide a Radio-Film-Television survey course, aiming to develop mature 
standards of appreciation and criticism in undergraduates by acquainting them with 

the technique and aesthetics of these three media. (371-33) 


ADULT EDUCATION AND WORKING LIFE. Conference 
Addresses 1955. National Institute of Adult Education, 2s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 30 pages. 
In these addresses, given at the 1955 Annual Conference of the National Institute of 
Adult Education, possible lines of action to solve the problem of combining a 
technical training on the one hand with a liberal education stimulating both the 
intellect and the emotions on the other are discussed by Sir Robert Wood (lately 
Vice-Chancellor, University of Southampton), Norman Fisher (Principal, Staff 
College, National Coal Board), and D. E. Mumford (Principal, Technical College 
ind School of Art, Cambridge). The importance of the subject—bridging the gap 
in education between ‘the useful and the humane’—cannot be over-emphasised in a 
scientific age, and these addresses by responsible speakers, although unable to suggest 
a solution to the problem, help to throw light on some of the aspects and complications 
which are involved. (374) 


EVENING INSTITUTES. Ministry of Education. H.M. Stationery Office, 
38. 1955. 21 cm. $4 pages. 12 photographs. 4 tables. (Ministry of Education Pamphlet, 
No. 28) 

In Britain ‘Evening Institutes’—providing classes for adults after working hours and 

usually maintained by the local education authorities—cater annually for more than 

a million people over the age of fifteen, and form a definite and important strand in 

the pattern of British adult education. This pamphlet gives a clear picture of the 

activities of these Institutes, together with suggestions for tackling their problems. 

Although there is no restriction as to the subjects taught, the emphasis here is on 

leisure-time activities, e.g. cookery, needlework, handicrafts, music, drama. The 

appendix contains some enlightening statistics. This pamphlet should be of interest 

to all concerned with adult education. (37491) 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION. Ministry of Education and Scottish Home 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. 1956. 24°5 cm. 44 pages. Paper covers. 
(Command Paper 9703) 

This important government review of the system of technical education in Great 

Britain describes the progress made during the last ten years, the plans already in 

hand, and proposals for future developments. The report stresses the need for a 

liberal education, discusses the role of the universities which, together with the 

technical colleges, share in the training of technologists, and states that the Govern- 
ment is about to authorise the expenditure of £10 million on a programme of building 

for technical education, with a further £2 million for the necessary equipment. A 
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statement of Government policy on a subject of vital interest to countries throughout 
the world, it should have a wide appeal. (378-996) 


Commerce 
FOREIGN TRADE AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE: Their Theory 
and Practice. L. E. Walton. Macdonald & Evans, 27s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 272 pages. 
Index. 
The theory of international trade is already well covered by a number of important 
books, but the practical aspects with which this book is mainly concerned have 
previously received less attention. The author is a Fellow of the Institute of Bankers 
and was for many years head of the Foreign Exchange Control Department of a 
branch of one of the principal British banks; he is thus well qualified to give reliable 
information on methods of payment, types of contract, credit insurance and related 
topics. The book is particularly intended for importers and exporters, bank officers 
and examination candidates. One or two of the references are out of date. (382) 


Transport: Marine 
A SAILOR’S LIFE. Jan de Hartog. Hamish Hamilton, 18s. 1956. 21 cm. 
220 pages. Illustrations by Joseph Low. 

The experienced author of A Sailor’s Life proffers unromantic, sensible advice to 
young men intending to go to sea, in a style that makes it highly entertaining to 
read. Life at Sea (outward and homeward bound); Crews; Ships; The Future— 
these are enlivening sections of a book whose humorous simplicity hides much 
wisdom. Particularly to the point is the author’s sketch of the special characteristics 
of the various seas and oceans of the world. Light-hearted, wholly up to date in 
outlook, this is a book which even a landlubber can savour. (387) 


PURE SCIENCE 

Mathematics 

THE THEORY OF NUMBERS. Burton W. Jones. Constable, 24s. 

1956. 22 cm. 158 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Jones’s book deals with the number system, linear and non-linear 
congruences, diophantine equations, continued fractions and quadratic residues. In 
the theory of numbers, conjecture is easy, proof as a rule not so easy; the author has 
therefore tried to encourage the spirit of discovery, both by his mode of exposition 
and by his carefully selected exercises for the reader. Proofs are developed step by 
step, and the highly synthetic argument is usually avoided. Although the book is 
intended for class use, it could easily be read by an intelligent student working alone, 
and will be valuable to the many non-mathematicians for whom the theory of 
numbers is a fascinating hobby. Its clear and simple style and easy pace should give 
it a wide popularity. (512-81) 


TABLES OF WEBER PARABOLIC CYLINDER FUNCTIONS. 
Computed by Scientific Computing Service Ltd. National Physical Laboratory. 
Mathematical introduction by J. C. P. Miller. H.M. Stationery Office, 63s. 1956. 
28 cm. 234 pages. 19 diagrams. Bibliography. 

Harmonic functions associated with a parabolic cylinder were studied about ninety 

years ago by Weber, and standardised and developed some fifty years ago by 

E. T. Whittaker; many problems of wave-motion require a knowledge of these 

functions. Darwin and Miller have independently suggested a new standardisation 
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suitable for such applications, and this volume gives a succinct account of the theory, 
with a comprehensive collection of formulae, as well as a table, to 8 decimal places, 
of the Darwin-Miller standard function and its modified derivatives to order 8. The 
need for such tabulation is long standing, and has been adequately met by this 
carefully planned and beautifully printed volume. (518) 


Astronomy 
PRACTICAL ASTRONOMY. A New Approach to an Old Science. 
W. Schroeder. Werner Laurie, 25s. 1956. 23 cm. 218 pages. 18 photographs. 
Numerous diagrams. 21 (star) maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Astronomy originated as a practical science concerned with mundane problems, 
navigation, direction finding by the stars, and the determination of the time. 
Unfortunately, amateur astronomers do not always possess the mathematical 
equipment necessary to tackle these problems by the modern methods, and for this 
reason many popular books on astronomy confine themselves to description of 
constellations, stars and planets and of the instruments necessary for observation. 
While not neglecting these aspects, this book shows how many of the more practical 
problems may be tackled with no more mathematical knowledge than is needed to 
use a ruler and a pair of compasses. Much of the practical work in this book can be 
done when conditions are unsuitable for observation, by using the graphs, charts and 
tables provided. The book should be regarded rather as a reference book for the 
amateur than as a textbook for the student. (520) 


MAKING AND USING A TELESCOPE. The Home Assembly and 
Applications of Astronomical Equipment. H. Percy Wilkins and Patrick Moore. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 160 pages. 26 illustrations. Table. 
Bibliography. Index. 

General guidance is provided for the handyman who wishes to make a powerful 

astronomical telescope at low cost to himself. Instructions are directed principally to 

the construction of a moderate-sized reflecting telescope, and these are followed by 

a survey of the observational work which can be carried out by the amateur with 

such an instrument. A useful appendix contains details of some thirty books, most of 

them published within the last five years, covering the main aspects of astronomy. 
($222) 


Physics 
THE LANGUAGE OF MODERN PHYSICS. An Introduction to 
the Philosophy of Science. Ernest H. Hutten. Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 
278 pages. Index. 
For some while a number of philosophers, particularly a group of Polish logicians, 
have been analysing the language in which scientific theories are expressed, with the 
object of separating those difficulties which are due to language alone from those due 
to our ignorance of the facts. Dr. Hutten supplies a useful and lucid introduction to 
this ‘semantic’ approach, paying particular attention to relativity, thermodynamics 
and quantum mechanics. A fair acquaintance with the fundamental theories of 
modern physics seems to be necessary for understanding the book, which is better 
suited to the physicist interested in philosophy, or to the philosopher interested in 
physics, than to the layman to whom it is addressed. It is a pity that the author has 
given no literature references. (530-1) 
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CATALOGUE OF NUCLEAR REACTORS. Prepared by Atomic 
Energy of Canada, Limited, Chalk River Project, with the co-operation of the 
Atomic Energy Research Establishment, Harwell, England. H.M. Stationery Office, 
for the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority, 4s.6d. 1956. 28 cm. 102 pages. 
Paper covers. 

This booklet gives details of all nuclear reactors known to be in operation in July 1955. 

The reactors are arranged according to their neutron speed, fuel configuration, 

moderating material, purpose and power, and for many of them details are given of 

construction, operating conditions and experimental facilities. Complete details are 
not given in every case as much of the information is still classified, but for each 
reactor reference is made to the published sources from which the information was 
obtained. The catalogue will be of considerable interest to engineers and scientists 
in those countries which are in the early stages of a nuclear power programme, and 
to the many private firms all over the world who are co-operating in the develop- 
ment of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. ($39°77) 


Chemistry 


A TEXTBOOK OF PRACTICAL ORGANIC CHEMISTRY 
including Qualitative Organic Analysis. Arthur I. Vogel. 3rd edition. Longmans, 60s. 
1956. 25*§ cm. 1,216 pages. 8 illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This book by the Head of the Chemistry Department, Woolwich Polytechnic, 

which has gained wide popularity among student and research workers since its 

first appearance in 1948, has been revised and considerably enlarged for this edition. 

Some sixty new preparations have been added (the total is now about 900) together 

with brief chapters on preparative semi-microtechnique and on the application of 

infra-red and ultra-violet absorption spectra. Apart from quantitative organic 
analysis, the book now forms a comprehensive compendium of organic preparation 
and analytical methods and techniques. The presentation is concise, and, to save 
space, literature references are omitted. Even so, a book of this size will not stand 
further expansion without becoming unwieldy. The volume is very well produced. 

(547) 

QUANTITATIVE METHODS OF ORGANIC MICROANALYSIS. 
S. J. Clark. Butterworth, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 264 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

The author, who is Research Analyst to British Nylon Spinners Ltd., describes in 

detail the methods of quantitative organic microanalysis used in his own and other 

laboratories. Major emphasis is placed throughout on practical aspects and although 
many of the methods described are comparatively new, al] are by now well accepted. 

Where applicable alternative procedures are described. The concise format will make 

this book a valuable laboratory manual to both academic and industrial workers. 

Those just equipping a new microanalytical laboratory will find the chapter on 

laboratory organisation of particular interest. The work is fully documented with 

reference to the original literature and the illustrations are particularly clear and do 

much to enhance the text. (547-012) 


Geology Seismology 

THE LISBON EARTHQUAKE. T. D. Kendrick. Methuen, 215. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 180 pages. 8 illustrations. 3 maps. Bibliographical note. Index. 

In this scholarly, elegant and entertaining book the Director of the British Museum 

gives a lively and well-documented account of the great Lisbon earthquake of 
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st November, 1755. The most absorbing chapters deal with the related themes of 
eighteenth-century earthquake theology and the end of optimism. For the ordinary 
people of the age the special horror of an earthquake was the belief that it was a 
deliberate sign to them from a wrathful God. Sir Thomas Kendrick has conscientiously 
examined the vast literature of earthquake pamphlets and sermons and brilliantly 
reconstitutes the contemporary mental and moral atmosphere to show how God's 
motives were debated in Europe for half a century while scientists and others specu- 
lated about the natural causes of the phenomenon. An introductory chapter amusingly 
describes the impact on Londoners of the mild earthquakes of 1750, and the whole 
work is suffused with a judiciously gentle irony. (551-22) 


THE PAPYRUS SWAMPS OF UGANDA. G. S&S. Carter. Heffer 
(Cambridge), 3s.6d. 1956. 24°5 cm. 25 pages. 12 photographs. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. 

The papyrus swamps of Central Africa cover an enormous area and contain little 

of economic value since the fishing which is possible in them is on a small scale and 

the papyrus itself has only limited use. This booklet represents the result of a year’s 
work (1952-1953) investigating the chemical and climatic conditions of the swamp 
waters of Uganda. The author’s conclusion is that by clearing some areas of vegetation 
it might well be possible to secure conditions under which a greatly increased fishing 
industry could flourish. (551-48) 


Prehistoric Archaeology 
STONEHENGE. R. J. C. Atkinson. Hamish Hamilton, 16s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
226 pages. 40 photographs. 5 drawings: 4 plans. 4 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

An excellent history of this famous sanctuary, the most remarkable prehistoric 
monument in all Europe. After its establishment nearly four thousand years ago, 
Stonehenge saw centuries of development before the circles were brought, to their 
present magnificence by the herders and traders of Bronze Age Wessex. The analysis 
of this development is, perhaps, for the specialist, but there is much in the book of 
absorbing interest for the general reader. An authority on Stonehenge, Mr. Atkinson 
is particularly good on the extraordinary feats of transport and engineering needed 
to assemble and raise the megaliths, and has bold suggestions to make about the 
Mediterranean inspiration of the architecture. Nor does he ignore more recent times 
when the site was the centre of disputes between antiquaries with strong convictions 
and no information. The book is well produced and illustrated. ($719) 


Biology 


PRINCIPLES OF EMBRYOLOGY. C. H. Waddington. Allen & 

Unwin, 45s. 1956. 24 cm. §20 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. Indexes. 
The author, who is a leading authority in both embryology and the related subject of 
genetics (he is Professor of Animal Genetics in the University of Edinburgh), has 
aimed at providing a textbook for students specialising in the subject or in allied 
fields. While it deals adequately, if selectively, with the systematic and evolutionary 
aspects of the subject, the main emphasis is on the causal analysis of development, 
differentiation and morphogenesis. The standard of presentation is very high. The 
experimental results are described clearly and the import of experimental evidence is 
discussed very carefully. Even difficult topics are made lucid by the author’s skill in 
exposition. The book deals with the subject matter admirably and can be most 
warmly recommended. (574°3) 
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Botany 
CHROMOSOME BOTANY. C. D. Darlington. Allen & Unwin, 16s. 
1956. 19 cm. 198 pages. 36 diagrams and maps. 17 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Darlington has provided a valuable survey which summarises much recent 
research upon paths of evolution in flowering plants. It has been recognised for some 
time that speciation has not always taken the same course in plants and animals, but 
it has been difficult for zoologists, as well as for botanists out of touch with modern 
systematic work, to find out what fundamental contributions chromosome mapping 
has made to evolutionary studies. This book rectifies the situation and the introductory 
part is skilfully devised so that the layman also can follow the exciting discoveries 
recently made. (581-15) 


BACTERIAL ANATOMY. Sixth Symposium of the Society for General 
Microbiology held at the Royal Institution, London, April 1956. Cambridge 
University Press for the Society for General Microbiology, 30s. 1956. 25 cm. 370 pages. 
23 plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 

Professor E. T. C. Spooner and Dr. B. A. D. Stocker edit the fifteen papers presented 

by American, British, Canadian and European specialists for discussion at the sixth 

symposium, and here published with plates which do justice to the illumination 
thrown upon bacterial anatomy by electron microscopy and other improved 
techniques. K. A. Bisset, who introduces the subject, is followed by six contributors 
dealing with bacterial flagella, capsules, cell walls and protoplasts. There are also 
studies of osmotic function and structure, chromatin bodies, and chromosomes; 
the Danes write on Salmonella and the symposium concludes with British and 

Canadian work on the organisation of cytoplasm, induced long forms and inclusions 

in bacteria. (589°9) 


Zoology 
NO ROOM FOR WILD ANIMALS. Bernhard Grzimek. Translated 
from the German by R. H. Stevens. Thames & Hudson, 18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 
262 pages. 20 photographs. 3 maps. 
The author, Director of the Frankfurt Zoo, describes a recent visit to the Belgian 
Congo, whither he went to film wild animals and to obtain living specimens. He 
has many anecdotes, particularly of the elephants, black and white rhinoccroses, 
hippopotami, and okapi. Interspersed are chapters on the history of the Congo and 
its exploration, the fight against rinderpest and other animal diseases, and on the 
Bambuti pygmies. He denounces vigorously the progressive, often thoughtless and 
unnecessary, destruction of wild life which accompanies the increase in numbers 
and activities of mankind. The book is entertaining, though the humour is sometimes 
heavy, and the photographs are good. The references to the history of exploration 
are not always accurate. (591-9675) 


MINERVA. The Story of an Owl. Angela Jeans. Faber, 10s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 
112 pages. 4 photographs. 

There must be many people who have had the pleasure and thrill of rearing an 

orphan tawny owl (they are so apt to fall out of their nests and appear neglected) until 

the inevitable parting in the autumn when it returns to the wild, but few can have 

written so entertainingly about the experience. Mrs. Jeans admittedly tells us very 

little that is new about the tawny owl, but she has the ability to make us share in the 
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disappointments of escape and ultimate parting as well as in the thrills of living close to 
a wild animal. The photographs by Commander Robertson are an added attraction 
to the book. (598-2) 


KEY-LIST OF THE PALAEARCTIC AND ORIENTAL 
PASSERINE BIRDS. Owen E. Wynne. Buncle (Arbroath), 15s.6d. 21-5 cm. 
134 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

This list was published in sections in the North Western Naturalist between 1953 and 

1955 and is now issued separately by the publishers. For the many ornithologists 

whose studies are spread over the vast area of Europe and Asia there was no handy 

pocket list for quick reference until this project was carried out. The passerines, or 
perching birds, constitute by far the biggest and most familiar group of birds and in 
this list each species is given in systematic order with a summary of the sub-species 
described, their geographical ranges and vernacular names. The author has made 
efforts to submit an arrangement in accordance with the latest systematic work. 
(s98-2) 


THE ELEPHANT SEAL (Mirounga leonina Linn). Ml. General, Social 
and Reproductive Behaviour. R. M. Laws. H.M. Stationery Office for the Colonial 
Office, 30s. 1956. 30°5 cm. 90 pages. 22 photographs. 30 diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. (Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey: Scientific 
Reports. No. 13) 

Dr. Laws has already reported on growth and age in this species of Antarctic seal 

in a previous publication (1953). The present report gives most valuable information 

about movements, breeding season, production of pups, organisation of harems and 
so on, and draws the material together into a discussion on the timing of the breedi 
arrangements and reproductive cycle in relation to environmental factors, wh hich 

operate stringently in these high latitudes. The presentation is in the form of a 

scientific paper and it will mainly be read by research workers, though its implications 

for the regulation of sealing activities are obvious. (s99°745) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medical Sciences Public Health 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY FOR NURSES. A _ Complete 
Textbook for the Preliminary State Examination. Evelyn C. Pearce. 13th edition. 
Faber, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 372 pages. 236 illustrations by Peggy Hodge. Index. 
The author’s long experience as examiner to the General Nursing Council and as 
sister tutor has enabled her over the years to present the facts required by student 
nurses preparing for the Preliminary State Examination with an economy of words 
and in a form popular with the candidates themselves. The text, which is usefully 
augmented by the drawings of Peggy Hodge, has been revised for the present “i 
610 


EXPERIMENTAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS. 
D. T. Harris, H. P. Gilding and W. A. M. Smart. 6th edition. Churchill, 30s. 
1956. 25°5 cm. 298 pages. 253 illustrations (1 in colour). Index. 

One advantage of this laboratory handbook for medical students is that it judiciously 

relates the purely scientific aspects to the practical requirements of s medical 

curriculum. Another is that the experiments, which are selected to cover the subject 
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adequately, are so described that the new student can easily follow the instructions, 
an advantage in laboratories possessing a single set of each type of apparatus. New 
experiments are included in this edition, which, like its predecessors, is a workmanlike 
production from which information is readily extracted. It is effectively illustrated. 

(612-072) 


THE CONTROL OF DISEASE IN THE TROPICS. A Handbook 
for Medical Practitioners. T. H. Davey and W. P. H. Lightbody. H. K. Lewis, 
473.6d. 1956. 25 cm. 418 pages. Numerous illustrations. 2 maps in text. Endpaper 
map. Tables. Index. 

The Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine provides another practical and reliable 

work, this one for practitioners in rural areas of the tropics whose duties extend to the 

public health field. The authors do not deal here with the technicalities of public 
health for urban districts in the tropics, although they fully describe simple procedures 
generally applicable in underdeveloped areas. The diseases selected for detailed 
discussion are endemic and economically important, or are still menaces; those 
omitted are not yet controllable or have small — health interest. The subject 
is developed from general methods of control to the consideration of diseases 
classified according to the means of their transmission, by low standards of hygiene, 
roximity and contact or by insects and animals. Finally there are chapters on welfare, 
iodine and nutrition, water supplies and the disposal of wastes. (614°4) 


THE BOOK OF POISONS. Gustav Schenk. Translated from the 
German by Michael Bullock. Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 242 pages. 
Index. 

Written for the layman, this volume describes the plants and animals which secrete 

deadly poisons, the action of these and also of narcotics, the drugs of western social 

life, such as alcohol and coffee, the poisons of industrial civilisation and those developed 
as weapons of war, including radioactive substances. There is much interesting 
historical material touching on ancient civilisations, the traditions of the East, and 
the American and African continents, with quotations from the classics and from 
contemporary sources. The author, who records his personal experiences of poisoning 
from black henbane and mescalin, spares the reader nothing in his descriptions of the 
agonies induced by certain poisons. (615-0) 


*®JOURNAL OF PSYCHOMATIC RESEARCH. Editor-in-Chief: 
Denis Leigh. Vol. 1, No. 1, February 1956. Pergamon Press. Published quarterly. 
Subscription per vol. (A) 100s. (B) for private use of individual subscribers 70s. 
25-5 cm. Illustrated. 

The distinguished Editors and Advisory Board are representative of workers in 
Europe, the United States and Canada, who are convinced of the need of a journal of 
research to advance the knowledge of psychosomatic interactions and to develop 
scientific methods and techniques for the study of these. In this first issue are published 
seven original articles of a high standard by British, Canadian, Dutch, German and 
American contributors. They deal with such subjects as the emotions and the peripheral 
vasomotor system, reproducible psychogenic attacks of asthma and a Rorschach study 
of the neurodermatoses. The editors will welcome papers dealing with the clinical 
side, with human or animal investigations, and studies bearing upon psychosomatic 
relationships in other fields, such as anthropology and psychology. (616-0805) 
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AN OUTLINE OF THE CYTOLOGY AND PATHOLOGY OF 
THE RETICULAR TISSUE. A. H. E. Marshall. Oliver & Boyd, 42s. 
1956. 255 cm. 284 pages. 116 illustrations (3 in colour). Table. Bibliography. 
Index. 

[his valuable study for the pathologist, to which Professor Dorothy Russell 

contributes the preface, derives from Dr. Marshall’s five years’ work as a research 

fellow in the Bernhard Baron Institute of Pathology, the London Hospital. Dr. 

Marshall bases his own findings regarding general cytology, anatomical distribution, 

function, classification and the pathology of those diseases of the reticular tissue 

which are not fully described in standard works upon a critical estimate of the contri- 
butions of others to this complex subject. His own chapters on the hyperplasias 
and neoplasia are followed by one on the lipidoses by Dr. J. B. Cavanagh. To each 

chapter references to key literature are appended. (616-15) 


PRACTICAL UROLOGY. Case-comments and Late Results. Alex. E. 
Roche. H. K. Lewis, 35s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 270 pages. 132 illustrations. Index. 
From his many years’ experience, Mr. Roche, Genito-Urinary Surgeon to three 
London hospitals, has assembled in the order in which they presented themselves a 
series of fifty-one typical and atypical cases selected for their intrinsic interest and for 
the valuable diagnostic aid given by the X-ray photographs which are here repro- 
duced. Each case is followed up from the main symptoms of the patient when first 
seen, through the findings of clinical, pathological and radiological examinations, 
and diagnosis, to operative treatment, its results and finally, where possible, the after 
history. In this attractive small volume for practitioners, general surgeons, urologists 
and radiologists Mr. Roche presents with wisdom and humour the fruits of his 
experience. (616-6) 


A HANDBOOK OF OPHTHALMOLOGY. Humphrey Neame and 
F. A. Williamson-Noble. 8th edition. Churchill, 30s. 1956. 24 cm. 372 pages. 
Numerous illustrations (38 in colour). Glossary. Index. 

This basic work, designed for undergraduate students and general practitioners, 

deals mainly with diseases encountered among hospital out-patients, less fully with 

those found among medical in-patients, and omits descriptions of rare conditions. 

The authors pay special attention to diagnosis, and give very careful descriptions of 

the various methods of examination. They incorporate in this edition the uses of new 

antibiotics, such as cortisone, new methods of treatment as in glaucoma, and changes 
in operative techniques as in intracapsular cataract extraction and Arruga’s implant. 

A reasonably priced, attractive textbook, it has a chapter on eye diseases in the tropics 

and in the appendices much useful information is set out, including the standards of 

vision for the services. (617-7) 


PROGRESS IN CLINICAL OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOL- 
OGY. T. L. T. Lewis. Churchill, 55s. 1956. 24 cm. 602 pages. 90 illustrations. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

In a well-documented reference work, Mr. Lewis gives a full account for specialists 

and postgraduate students, particularly for candidates for the M.R.C.O.G. 

examinations, of current clinical practice and also of progress in obstetrics and 
gynaecology over the last ten to fifteen years. He deals for the most part with aspects 
not adequately covered in textbooks, including also those recent investigations upon 
which the clinical advances are based. The volume is selective and includes contro- 
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versial subjects, such as: postmaturity, thrombo-embolism and carcinoma of the 
cervix. As examples of the topics of special interest authoritatively discussed, in many 
cases with statistical evidence relating to the value of new methods, it may suffice to 
mention afibrinogenaemia, amniotic embolism, retrolental fibroplasia, hormonal 
treatment of diabetes in pregnancy, neo-natal asphyxia and pelvic tuberculosis. 
(618) 


Engineering: Mechanical 
MICRO-INDENTATION HARDNESS TESTING. B. W. Mott. 
Butterworth, 42s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 280 pages. 151 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 
The author gives a comprehensive account of the relatively new technique of hard- 
ness testing at low loads. The book includes a description of hardness testers and 
their uses, and discusses the factors affecting the accuracy of such instruments. A 
further section discusses at some length the controversial subject of the variation 
of hardness with load in low load testing. Examples of the application of micro- 
indentation hardness testing of metals and non-metals are given, and the book includes 
a useful bibliography of the subject. Considerable effort of varying quality has gone 
into such testing in recent years, and it is a pity the author did not do a little more to 
sort the wheat from the chaff. Nevertheless this is a very useful book. (621-112) 





Electrical 


APPLIED ELECTRICITY. A. W. Hirst. 3rd edition. Blackie, 25s 
1956. 22 cm. 428 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The previous editions of this work were written for the use of students taking 
Applied Electricity in Part I of the London B.Sc.(Engineering) examinations. The 
scope is somewhat wider than the present syllabus for this examination and additional 
material on measurement and control has been added to cover the optional subject 
of Electrical Engineering in Parts II and III. The M.K.S. system of units has now been 
adopted, and the introduction shows the derivation of the practical units from those 
of the C.G.S. system. The author has chosen Current as the fourth fundamental unit 
in addition to Length, Mass and Time, on the grounds of simplicity. Students already 
familiar with the C.G.S. system would probably have preferred him to choose 
permeability in free space as the fourth fundamental unit in conformity with the 
recommendations of the International Electrotechnical Commission. (621-3) 


—— Machine Tools 


WORKING METALS BY ELECTRO-SPARKING. A. V. Nosov 
and D. V. Bykov. An abridged translation from the Russian. H.M. Stationery 
Office for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, $s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 
70 pages. 23 diagrams. 33 tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. 

This abridged translation of a Russian book on spark machining gives an account 

of the physical properties involved and the technology of the process. A number of 

Russian machines are described, and data given of their performance. Information 

on Russian machines and methods has been meagre: this volume gives a clear picture 

and is also a useful general introduction to the subject. The circuits and data, however, 
relate to the simplest machines: it is known that more advanced designs are in use 
in Russia. As is usual with spark machining, it is difficult to reconcile the data with 

the results obtained by other workers. (621-9) 


360 








_— Fo ow Le UL 





—— Hydraulic 
RIDEAU WATERWAY. R. F. Legget. Toronto University Press 
(Toronto), $5; Oxford University Press (London), 40s. 1955: 1956. 24 cm. 264 pages. 
Illustrations. Maps. Tables. Bibliography. 
The story of the building of the Rideau Canal in Canada in 1826-32 by Lt.-Colonel 
John By of the Royal Engineers is told by an author who is himself an engineer and 
an amateur of cruising and fishing. The difficulties encountered on the largely un- 
explored and scantily populated route of 1234 miles from Kingston on the St. 
Lawrence and Bytown (or Ottawa) on the Ottawa River were extremely formidable. 
It required forty-seven locks—thirty-five from Ottawa to Upper Rideau Lake with 
a total lift of 277 feet and fourteen descending to Kingston with a total life of 162 
feet. Arched masonry dams were built of limestone blocks cut locally; one dam of 
the unprecedented height of s0 feet was needed at the Hog’s Back above Ottawa. 
This is an eminently readable book with the historical, human and engineering 
aspects all sympathetically treated. (627-13) 


Aeronautics 

BOUNDARY LAYER EFFECTS IN AERODYNAMICS. 
Proceedings of a Symposium held at the National Physical Laboratory on 31st 
March and 1st April, 1955. H.M. Stationery Office, 30s. 1956. 27-5 cm. 418 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Mimeographed. 

A most valuable collection of nine papers on Boundary Layer theory read at a 

symposium at the National Physical Laboratory, together with the subsequent 

discussions. The whole presents an excellent picture of present-day knowledge on 

the subject, which should be invaluable to advanced students, research workers and 

designers concerned with the application of boundary layer theory to design 

problems. (629-123) 


Agriculture 


* JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING RESEARCH. 


Editor-in-Chief: W. H. Cashmore; Technical Editor: M. A. W. Taylor. Vol. 1, 
No. 1, 1956. British Society for Research in Agricultural Engineering. Published twice 
annually. 10s.6d. per issue. 21s. per annum. 25 cm. Illustrated. 
Since the Agricultural Engineering Record ceased publication in 1949 there has been no 
British journal devoted exclusively to this rapidly expanding field of research. This 
new semi-annual provides for the publication of detailed papers which find no 
ready acceptance in general periodicals devoted to agriculture or to engineering. 
A strong editorial board headed by the Director of the National Institute of 
Agricultural Engineering, with M. A. W. Taylor as Technical Editor, and includin: 
well-known specialists in agriculture and horticulture leaves no doubt as to the high 
uality of the contents. All the major articles are summarised in expanded contents 
ioe in English, French and German; the high-gloss paper enhances the half-tone 
reproductions but makes reading tiresome; the lists of references appended to most 
of the articles leave nothing to be desired. (631-305) 


6ALL MIDGES OF ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE. Vol. VII: Gall 
Midges of Cereal Crops. H. F. Barnes. Crosby Lockwood, 21s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
262 pages. 23 illustrations. 7 diagrams. 9 tables. Bibliography. Index. (Agricultural 
and Horticultural Series) 

Dr. Barnes of the Rothamsted Experimental Station has, with this volume, almost 

reached the end of the gigantic task which he started ten years ago. A final volume 


361 








to come will complete a masterly survey of this abundant group of the Diptera and, 
although its very production will stimulate the collection of massive additional 
material, it lays the foundation for all practical economic entomologists to identify 
their own catches and problems. This volume covers the most important, economic- 
ally, of all gall midges—those that infest cereal crops the world over, and the arrange- 
ment and classification proceeds group by group through the plant species involved. 


(632-7) 


Horticulture 
INTENSIVE GARDENING. Using Dutch Lights, Surface Cultivation 
and Composting for the Commercial Production of Crops, and introducing a 
Motion-Study Routine. R. Dalziel O’Brien. Faber, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 184 pages. 
20 photographs (1 in colour). Diagrams. Index. 
In this detailed description of her own working methods the author proves beyond 
doubt that it is quite possible to produce excellent market garden crops without the 
costly aids of digging or ploughing, animal manures and chemical fertilizers. Her 
own system includes the efficient use of Dutch lights, and she gives details of the 
motion-study routine she uses, but the essential features are that the soil is only 
cultivated at the surface, the manuring consists of periodic surface dressings of all- 
vegetable compost, and that weeds are controlled by applied ecology. Quite 
obviously, there is endless scope here for reducing labour and other production 
costs, and all classes of horticulturists will do well to study this book. (635) 


Livestock 


THE AUSTRALIAN MERINO. New South Wales Sheep-breeders’ 
Association in collaboration with the Merino Sheep-breeders’ Association of 
Queensland, Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmanian studs. 
Oswald Ziegler Publications (Sydney, Australia), 30s. 1955. 27 cm. 168 pages. 
Illustrations. 4 maps. 2 diagrams. 

An attempt has been made to trace the development of the merino sheep industry 

from the time when John Macarthur, with the help of Samual Marsden, brought a 

small flock from the Cape of Good Hope until the present day. These pioneers had 

to contend with many difficulties, the greatest of which was to convince the colony 
that wool was of more value than carcasses. Interest in wool growing spread rapidly 
when its true value and suitability to local conditions was realised. The up-to-date 
descriptions of the more important studs should provide added interest to a work 
which deals with the lifeline of Australian trade. (636-3) 


Dairy Industry 
LABORATORY CONTROL OF DAIRY PLANT. J. G. Davis. 
Dairy Industries, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 420 pages, including advertisements. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
In this book descriptions are given of tests which are now accepted as essential in 
modern plant control to ensure compliance with present regulations and maximum 
efficiency in management. It is the outcome of the author’s wide experience, both 
academic and industrial, first as a member of staff of the National Institute for 
Research in Dairying, then as a director (technical) of one of the largest dairy firms 
in Britain, and furthermore his experience has also been extended to conditions 
abroad. The book is well illustrated and its list of references runs to eighteen and a 
half pages. (637) 
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Fishing Industries 
THE EFFECT OF ELECTRIC FIELDS ON MARINE FISHES. 
B. McK. Bary for the Scottish Home Department. H.M. Stationery Office, 7s. 
1956. 27°5§ cm. 32 pages. 2 photographs. 16 diagrams. 4 tables. Bibliography. 
Paper covers. (Marine Re: earch, 1956. No. 1) 
Many anglers are now familiar with the modern method of removing fish from a 
river by electronarcosis, either for examination or study or for replacement by more 
desirable species, and they may have wondered about the possible application of the 
method to marine fishing. This is a much more difficult problem because of the large 
areas to be operated over and the higher conductivity of sea water relative to that of a 
fish. Lt-Commander Bary’s report is highly technical, but is a start in accumulating 
fundamental information about this problem. His laboratory results show that with 
suitable modifications the same principles apply as in freshwater. (639-22) 


Domestic Economy 


YOUNG WIVES’ ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Hilary Wickham and Joan 

Griffiths. Muller, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 220 pages. Illustrations by Hilary Wickham. 
Encyclopaedia is perhaps too grand a name for this useful little collection of household 
hints. But even if it is not all-embracing in scope it is remarkably comprehensive. 
It is intended for the newly married woman with no experience of running a home, 
and offers clear and simple instructions, in alphabetical order, on home management 
from Accountancy to ‘Zest in the Home’. There are useful sections on kitchen 
layout and equipment, painting and decorating, adapting old furniture, making chair 
covers and on time-saving cookery hints. It should be invaluable to the young 
housewife. (640-3) 


Food: Cookery 


GOOD FOOD FROM OLD ENGLAND. Gladys Mann. Muller, 
138.6d. 1956. 20 cm. 256 pages. Headpiece decorations. Index. 
An extremely well chosen collection of typically English traditional recipes, which 
may surprise those who harbour doubts about the merits of English cooking. Among 
the dishes included, many from treasured old recipes and regularly produced in the 
homes of England, are potted crab or shrimps, beefsteak and kidney pudding, 
Lancashire hot-pot made in an earthenware jar, cold pressed brisket of beef, pig’s-head 
brawn, ‘star-gazey pie’ from Cornwall, oysters wrapped in bacon—that famous 
savoury known as angels-on-horseback, and such well-known English sweets as 
treacle tart, and junket and Devonshire cream. There is a good chapter on the many 
excellent English cheeses. (641-59) 


HOME BAKED. A Little Book of Bread Recipes. George and Cecilia 
Scurfield. Faber, 6s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 86 pages. Decorations by Nora Kay. Index. 
This little book contains almost everything that is necessary, except the ingredients, 
to produce excellent breads of every kind, from wholemeal loaves to croissants, 
Danish pastry, Italian pizza, French bread, Bath buns, Savarins and Babas, English 
teacakes, Swedish coffee bread, Austrian Striezel and many other delectable things. 
The experienced authors make it sound very simple and their book should encourage 
many to try their hand at such a rewarding accomplishment. (641-6) 
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Manufactures: Steel 

STEEL FOUNDRY DUST CONTROL AND VENTILATION. 
Report of a Conference held at York, 13th and 14th October, 1955. British Steel 
Castings Research Association (Sheffield), 42s. 1956. 26 cm. 100 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. 

The full texts of the papers, with discussions, given at this conference are published 

in report form. Emphasis is placed on the need for close co-operation between all 

brai&thes of the industry if new foundry regulations are to be met. The interest and 

effort now devoted to dust control are shown by a group of five papers, together 

with an excellent discussion. There is an extremely useful paper on simple dust- 

sampling methods and another on the relative efficiency and initial and running costs 

of various systems of dust collection. (672-2) 


—— Snuff Boxes 
THE BOOK OF SNUFF AND SNUFF BOXES. Mattoon M. 
Curtis. Peter Owen, 35s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 150 pages of text. 34 pages of illustrations. 
Bibliography. 
Though primarily concerned with snuff and snuff boxes, the text of this briskly 
written American monograph gives some account of the development of the tobacco 
industry from the 16th century to the end of the 18th century. The European 
opposition to tobacco smoking was partly responsible for the growth of the cleaner, 
more elegant habit of snuff taking. To the making of snuff boxes European and 
Oriental craftsmen applied some of their choicest skills, with the result that objects 
designed originally as part of the apparatus of fashionable life are now eagerly 
collected for their artistic merits. The numerous reproductions of rare and unusual 
snuff boxes in this book enable the collector to follow the evolution of the snuff box 
in all its diversity. (688) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 

THE ENGLISHNESS OF ENGLISH ART. Nikolaus Pevsner. 

Architectural Press, 16s. 1956. 22 cm. 208 pages. 124 illustrations. Diagrams. 

Bibliographical notes. Index. 
An expanded, annotated version of the B.B.C. Reith Lectures which were broadcast 
in October and November 1955 by Dr. Pevsner, one of the most noted of the art 
historians who settled in England from Germany in the years before the war and a 
former Slade Professor of Fine Art in Cambridge University. His continental training 
enables him to view English art dispassionately but with intense enthusiasm. He is 
both popular and learned in his exposition of characteristic themes which, so he 
claims, run through the whole course of English art. There are separate chapters on 
the medieval period, on Perpendicular architecture, Hogarth, Reynolds, Blake, 
Constable, and the evolution of the English landscape garden and cult of the 
‘picturesque’ which is one of the most individual attainments of the national art. 
An admirable feature of this modestly priced book is the large number of 
illustrations. (70942) 


City Planning 

THE BOURNVILLE VILLAGE TRUST, 1900-1955. Bournville 
Village Trust (Birmingham), 12s.6d. 1956. 23 cm. 144 pages. Numerous photographs 
(x in colour). Numerous plans. Map. Table. Bibliography. Index. 

This succinct account provides the general reader with a record of the growth of the 

Bournville experiment from its foundation by George Cadbury in 1900; and also 
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outlines the current interests of the Trustees. Cadbury believed that the work would 
‘make a small contribution to the problem of housing in industrial cities’. It has, 
in fact, become a valuable guide for all similar undertakings. Since 1935 the Trustees 
have co-operated with Birmingham City and the National Trust to secure a ‘green 
belt’ on the south-west side of the city, and have encouraged research into planning 
problems and been concerned in gardening, forestry and agriculture. Such an 
experiment deserves such factual attention as it receives in this useful monograph. 
(711-58) 
Architecture 
MARCEL BREUER: SUN AND SHADOW. The Philosophy of 
an Architect. Editing and notes by Peter Blake. Longmans, 50s. 1956. 27°5 cm. 
206 pages of text, photographs, plans and drawings (8 pages in colour). 
A product of the celebrated Bauhaus in Germany, Marcel Breuer worked as a young 
man in England, Switzerland and elsewhere, finally joining his old teacher, Walter 
Gropius, in America at Harvard. As a designer, he is known for his tubular furniture 
and domestic architecture, but latterly he has come into greater prominence as the 
chief architect of the new UNESCO headquarters in Paris. This elegant book, 
published in London and New York, is the joint work of Peter Blake, distinguished 
architectural journalist and critic; Alexey Brodovitch, a well-known and skilful art 
director, and the architect himself. Breuer emerges as a thoughtful, sensitive artist 
with a conscientious eye for detail and—for a revolutionary—a modest man. 
(720-943) 


ERIC MENDELSOHN. Arnold Whittick. 2nd edition. Leonard Hill, 
46s. 1956. 28 cm. 220 pages. 75 plates. Diagrams. Plans. Bibliography. Index. 
Eric Mendelsohn was an outstanding personality of the modern architectural 
movement which grew strongly in Germany in the twenties, only to wither when 
Hitler assumed power. He came first to England, where he is remembered for the 
De la Warr Pavilion (built with Serge Chermayeff) at Bexhill, and later worked 
with distinction in Israel and the United States until his death in 1953. To this second 
edition of a biography published in 1940 much new material has been added, since 
the last fifteen years of Mendelsohn’s life were among the most active of his career. 
He was a brilliant architect and a great artist, who typified the age of steel and concrete. 
Arnold Whittick’s volume is worthy of his subject; it is sensibly arranged and 
comprehensively illustrated. (720°943) 


OLD LONDON CHURCHES. Elizabeth and Wayland Young. 
Faber, 63s. 1956. 26 cm. 332 pages. 97 photographs. Map. Index. 
The authors begin by recording and appraising their sources, proceed to a spirited 
account of church building, preservation and church-going from the fourth century 
to the present, and then comment individually on each of the churches, chapels and 
synagogues built before 1830 in the cities of London and Westminster and the 
twenty-seven boroughs. Competently arranged, this handsome, entertaining book 
contains much architectural and historical information, and some wit. (726-54) 


Embroidery 


HISTORICAL DESIGNS FOR EMBROIDERY, Linen and Cross- 
stitch. Louisa F. Pesel. Introduction by Etta Campbell. Batsford, 16s. 1956. Obl. 
31 cm. 8 pages of text. 54 pages of designs. 

Embroideresses, and especially embroidery teachers, will be glad to have in one 

compact volume the hundreds of lovely old English designs collected by the late 
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Miss Pesel from work in museums and private collections, dating from the seven- 
teenth century onwards, and previously published in her Practical Canvas Embroidery, 
Leaves from my Embroidery Notebook, English Embroidery: Double Running or Back 
Stitch and English Embroidery: Cross Stitch. Each design is clearly worked out in 
black and white on squared paper, and the copyist can work out her own colour 
scheme or follow that of the original where this is briefly indicated. (746-44) 


AN APPROACH TO PAUL KLEE. Nika Hulton. Phoenix House, 
258. 1956. 25°5 cm. 68 pages. 33 illustrations (8 in colour). Biographical note. 
The Swiss artist Paul Klee (1879-1940) has been the subject of many books in recent 
years. The latest is an excellent introduction to his pictures written around and 
illustrated from the author’s own collection which was recently exhibited at the 
Tate Gallery, London. The pictures reproduced are related to the events in Klee’s 
life in a sympathetic commentary which throws much light on the personality of an 
outstanding modern artist whose paintings do not fit comfortably into the categories 
of either abstract or representational art. (759°3) 


RAPHAEL (1483-1520). Introduction and notes by Adrian Stokes. 
FRAGONARD (1732-1806). Introduction and notes by James Laver. 
SAMUEL PALMER (1805-1881). Introduction and notes by Robert 
Melville. Faber, 128.6d. each. 1956. 31 cm. 24 pages. 10 colour plates. Boards. 
(Faber Gallery) 

These three new titles in a popular and well-established series deal with a 16th 

century Italian, an 18th century French, and a roth century English painter. Robert 

Melville writes perceptively on Samuel Palmer, whose visionary yet homely land- 

scapes of the Shoreham valley are unique in English painting. James Laver, with a 

light touch, evokes the historical setting of Fragonard’s frivolously poignant souvenirs 

of the ancien régime, while Adrian Stokes analyses, with earnest subtlety, the aesthetic 
qualities of Raphael’s serene and expressive easel-pictures. Each writer in the short 
space at his disposal makes illuminating observations on the style and character of his 
chosen painter. These are “picture-books’ in which both text and plates are of equal 
quality. (759°5) 

(759°4) 

(759°2) 


HUBERT AND JAN VAN EYCK. Léo van Puyvelde. Hamish 
Hamilton, 84s. 1956. 38-5 cm. 44 pages. 36 plates in colour. Notes to the plates. 
Bibliography. (Gallery of Masterpieces) 

The rich and warm colours of the Van Eyck brothers are both a challenge to and an 

opportunity for colour reproduction. On the whole, the over-all richness of effect 

is well rendered here, possibly more successfully in the details than in the plates 
reproducing whole pictures. Most of the plates are devoted to the Holy Lamb 

Altarpiece at Ghent, the Three Maries at the Sepulchre (Van Beuningen Collection, 

Holland), the Madonna with the Chancellor Rolin (Louvre, Paris) and the Arnolfini 

Portrait (London, National Gallery). The scattered masterpieces of the outstanding 

representatives of the early Flemish School are thus brought together within the 

covers of one volume, superbly reproduced, and provided with a critical essay, 
detailed notes and a chronologically arranged bibliography for the benefit of students 
and lovers of fine picture books. (759°9493) 
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Photography 


THE STORY OF THE CAMERA IN AUSTRALIA. Jack Cato, 
Georgian House (Melbourne, Australia), 126s. 1955. 28 cm. 204 pages. 171 illustrations. 
Index. 

This is a delightfully informal account of the history of photography in Australia, 

which also, incidentally, imparts a great deal of Australian social history. The first 

photograph taken in Australia was in 1841, not a great many years after its settlement, 
and the early photographers have given us an invaluable record of important events, 
people and the way of life of their day. The photographs chosen to illustrate the work 


are particularly interesting, both for their technique and their subject matter. 


(770°994) 
The Theatre 
A DRAMA TEACHER’S HANDBOOK. Pamela Blackie. Blackwell 

(Oxford), 5s.6d. 1956. 18-5 cm. 76 pages. Paper covers. 

This practical handbook begins with a useful review of the subject, in the course of 
which the author examines the faults of amateur acting and production arising 
through lack of experience and gives advice about avoiding these. This is followed 
by a series of exercises for inexperienced actors, some twenty short scenes suitable 
for miming, and a number of snippet scenes intended to give beginners practice in 
attention to detail. The book should be most helpful to teachers of dramatic art, to 
amateur dramatic societics and to adults who are interested in the subject and who 
wish to learn the technique of acting. (792-02) 


HARLEQUIN PHOENIX, or, The Rise and Fall of a Bergamask 
Rogue. Thelma Niklaus. Bodley Head, 42s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 260 pages. Numerous 
illustrations (5 in colour). Bibliography. Index. 

Miss Niklaus has made a welcome attempt to record, in relatively short compass, 

the whole history of Harlequin. Having traced Harlequin’s ancestry to the satyr in 

Greek comedy, her book is concerned mainly with the beginnings and growth of 

the companies, maturing to the Commedia dell’ arte, that revolved around 

Arlecchino in Italy, and the journeyings and establishment of these travelling groups 

that brought Arlequin to France and Harlequin to England. It describes the threats 

to his existence, his revival in and disappearance from English pantomime, and his 
re-emergence in ballet, film and, in the last few years, pantomime again. The useful 
appendices contain lists of famous Italian and English harlequins and the texts of 

scenari, early pantomime books and some modern harlequinades. (792-09) 


Dancing 


PRINCIPLES OF DANCE AND MOVEMENT NOTATION. 
Rudolf Laban. Macdonald & Evans, 17s.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. $6 pages. 114 diagrams. 
Indexes. 

The introductory matter has been reprinted—corrected and extended—from that in 

Laban’s book of the same title published by Macdonald & Evans in 1954, but the 

rest is a quite differently arranged introduction to the Laban system, laying rather 

less emphasis on dance. The diagrams (or ‘basic movement graphs’) and their 
accompanying commentary form a kind of progressive vocabulary of movement 
notation, beginning with positions and gestures of the trunk and limbs and going 
on by way of various steps, leaps, turns and other more complex actions to the 
notation of the different kinds (or ‘stresses’) of movement and a final section of 
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mixed examples of dance and other movements in various styles, some alone, some 
partnered, to illustrate the system’s range. Difficult, comprehensive but condensed, 
this is more a work of reference than a textbook. (793-3) 


Sports and Games 
SPRINGBOK GLORY. Louis Duftus. Longmans, 16s. 1956. 22 cm. 
214 pages. 12 photographs. 

A shrewd account, which is also an extremely readable story, of the post-war rise 
of South African cricket which culminated in the triumphs of the brilliant team that 
visited England in 1955. The author has had an intimate knowledge of cricket in 
South Africa for many years and is one of the best writers on the game, blending a 
quict humour with common sense, and dealing with the moments of drama on the 


field most effectively. (796-3) 


COMPETITIVE BOWLS. A. T. Evans. Bell, tos.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 152 pages. 
41 diagrams. (A Bell Handbook) 


This is not an ordinary book of instruction, and although others than ambitious and 
skilful bowlers will learn much from it about Singles, Pairs and all team games, it is 
especially designed for the good bowler who desires to take a successful part in 
competition and tournament bowls. The author has been 2 Welsh international 
player for ten years and has had wide experience of tournaments of all kinds. 
(796-31) 
THE BOB SCOTT STORY. R. W. H. Scott and T. P. McLean. 
Jenkins, 16s. 1956. 22 cm. 224 pages. 30 photographs. Index. 
Bob Scott is one of the greatest of Rugby football players and was a member of 
the famous New Zealand post-war touring teams, the Kiwis and the All Blacks. 
In the telling of his life story to date, he has been assisted by his friend Terry McLean, 
New Zealand Rugby journalist who has written the section on the 1953-54 tour of 
the New Zealand team in the British Isles. Scott emerged from retirement for that 
tour and by his brilliant play earned even greater fame than before. His autobiography 
is written modestly as befits a man of exceptional strength of character who has been 
fortified, rather than soured, by hard experiences in childhood. (796-33) 


THE GAME’S THE SAME. Lawn Tennis in the World of Sport. Sir 
John Smyth. Preface by Jean Borotra. Cassell, 9s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 126 pages. 
43 photographs. 

Direct instruction in lawn tennis is only given incidentally in this book, which is 

written mainly for players who desire to improve their game. The author, lawn 

tennis correspondent for the Sunday Times and other journals, takes as his theme the 
undoubted fact that the basic principles for success at most games and sports are the 
same. He proceeds to discuss the styles, strokes and court behaviour of the famous 
players of the last thirty years, and draws analogies with the qualities of leading 
men and women in other sports, to whom success has come by the application of 
the same principles. (796-34) 


SAILING AND CRUISING FOR EVERYONE. Gordon Catling. 
Nicholas Kaye, 6s. 1956. 19 cm. 110 pages. Frontispiece photograph. 48 illustrations 
by Winston Megoran. 


Mr. Catling writes of sailing and motor-cruising on inland waterways as one who 
has learnt from scratch. His advice, like the illustrations to his text, is simple, amusing 
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and practical. It ranges from the terminology of sail and the avoidance of awkward 
predicaments to simple cabin cookery and the care of marine engines. A guide so 
cheerful and lacking in pretence could scarcely fail to be helpful to those who intend 
to take a holiday on the water knowing absolutely nothing but determined to enjoy 
it. (797°1) 


DINGHY OWNERSHIP. Geoffrey Nightingale. Adlard Coles in association 
with Harrap, 16s. 1956. 22 cm. 168 pages. 14 photographs. Numerous drawings. 
Tables. Index. 

Described as being ‘for the owner of the ordinary sailing dinghy—the man who 

wants to sail, but not necessarily to race’, this is a practical, simply written handbook, 

with clear line drawings in the text. Going rather beyond the bare elements necessary 
to the enjoyment of what is now an exceptionally popular sport, there is not very 
much the owner-sailor will need to know in his first few seasons which will not be 

found in Mr. Nightingale’s text. (79771) 


ANGLING WAYS. E. Marshall-Hardy. 8th edition. Jenkins, 21s. 1956. 
24°5 cm. 368 pages. 29 illustrations. Drawings and diagrams in the text. Index. 

A revised and enlarged edition of a standard work on coarse fishing, by a former 

editor of the periodical Angling. It is one of the most complete and practical books 

onthe subject, profusely illustrated, anda feature of this new edition is a series of scraper- 

board illustrations of fishes by William (‘Bill’) Morris who died in 1953. (799-1) 


THE DIARY OF AN ALL-ROUND ANGLER. Extracts from the 
Fishing Journal kept for over sixty years (1872-1935) by the Very Rev. Patrick 
Murray Smythe. Edited by Patrick C. Smythe. Faber, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 222 pages. 
12 illustrations. Facsimile. Index. 

Patrick Murray Smythe, Provost of St. Ninian’s Cathedral, Perth, began his diary 

as a schoolboy of sixteen and made his last entry a few days before his death. His 

elder son has selected extracts from the eighteen volumes which his father wrote, 
and built up a book which will provide happy reading—and re-reading—for a host 
of fishermen. The book is finely produced and will surely find a place among the 
best of angling literature. (799°1) 


HUNTSMEN OF A GOLDEN AGE. Stephen Goodall, 1757-1823; 
William Goodall, 1817-1859. Daphne Machin Goodall. Witherby, 18s. 1956. 
22°§ cm. 182 pages. 6 plates. Genealogical table. 

A vivid story of the development of fox-hunting in Britain, from the time of 

George II to the mid-Victorian period, by a descendant of the famous family of 

professional huntsmen which flourished in those days. Stephen Goodall and his 

grandson, Will, were respectively huntsmen to the Pytchley and the Quorn Hunts 
and to the celebrated Belvoir Hunt. Both were redoubtable figures, and the story 
of their hunting careers against the background of the English countryside in the 

‘golden age’, largely built up by extracts from diaries and letters, is an excellent 

addition to the literature of hunting. (799°2) 


LITERATURE 
LITERATURE AND SCIENCE. Proceedings of the Sixth Triennial 
Congress, Oxford, 1954. International Federation for Modern Languages and 
Literatures. Blackwell (Oxford), 45s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 346 pages. Paper covers. 
Although writers are constantly becoming more aware of the relations between 
literature and science, the subject is rarely formally discussed owing to the 


369 








specialisation of modern knowledge. The record of these proceedings is of especial 
value because it clearly outlines several possible fields of co-operation. Mr. Herbert 
Dingle in an opening address sums up admirably the differences of approach between 
poet and scientist, the former striving to express those experiences which touch him 
most deeply, the latter deliberately selecting those which seem most likely to yield 
a discoverable relation. The scope of the congress was wide, covering the part played 
by science in textual criticism, the contribution of psychology to the understanding 
of literature, the relation of literary and scientific history, and the effect upon 
literature of the Industrial Revolution. The papers contributed have been edited and 
abridged for publication and the discussion is both lucid and incisive. (800) 


English Literature 
THE SCOTTISH COMPANION. A Bedside Book of Delights. Edited 
by Rhoda Spence. Richard Paterson (Edinburgh), 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 144 pages. 
18 photographs. Illustrations in text by William McLaren and John Mackay. 
This is well done and it is surprising it has not been done before. It is an anthology of 
amusing ‘pieces’, of varying lengths, of Scots writing of different periods. It is 
contemporary because it chooses writing of today, and writing of former times that 
amuses us today. The long pieces are contemporary writing that add up to a picture 
of Scotland and the Scots; in between them are short, exciting, unexpected pieces 
from the old writers. The book is printed, illustrated and presented, as these 
anthologies should be, with piquancy and distinction. No other words need be 
sought for the quality of the editing. (820-8) 


WILLIAM HALE WHITE MARK RUTHERFORD). A Critical 
Study. Irvin Stock. Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 282 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 

At least two books of Mark Rutherford, The Autobiography and The Deliverance, 

are assured of readers as long as English literature is held in esteem. It is on that 

account strange that the author’s life and work as a whole should hitherto have 
evoked such little curiosity. Dr. Stock’s book will be read avidly by those who wish 
to know more about Hale White, and it also provides an excellent introduction for 
the uninitiated. The essays and the novels are examined one by one with the kind 
of critical method which, instead of decreasing enjoyment, enhances it. There is 
unlikely to be a more definitive study for many years. Lionel Trilling, the dis- 
tinguished American critic, contributes a Foreword. (820-8) 


English Poetry 
THREE MEN AND SYDNEY. Nancy Keesing. Angus & Robertson 
(Sydney, Australia and London), 15s. 1955: 1956. 23 cm. 88 pages. 

Nancy Keesing is a poet whose work is of keen interest to readers and students of 
Australian literature. In her second book of poems, she finds her inspiration mainly 
in the life of a modern city, particularly Sydney, with its contrasts of people and 
places. This is more than a series of impressions of Sydney and its inhabitants, for 
the poet has tried to convey the deeper human emotions as they are conditioned by a 
city environment. Thus the poems are lyrical rather than descriptive, with a wealth 
of imagery that is indicative both of her thought and the development of her 
technique. (821-9A) 
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THE RIVER STEAMER and Other Poems. E. J. Scovell. Cresset Press, 
gs.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 62 pages. 
Miss Scovell’s themes—natural beauty and ‘the holiness of the heart’s affections’— 
are quiet and ordinary, but they demand far more skill and sincerity than many 
larger preoccupations. She sees birds and flowers with a fresh and acute perceptiveness 
that makes familiar objects as if seen for the first time. One is aware in her poems of 
a tenderness towards her fellows—London children in summer, holiday-makers on 
the beach—and of her deep intuitive sympathy with her family. She can write of 
her baby’s first year with delicacy and without sentimentality. A cool, precise and 
subtle poet, she is a pleasure to read. (821-9) 


THE SOURCE and Other Poems. Katherine Watson. Oxford University 
Press, 8s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 64 pages. 
Miss Watson is a deeply religious poet, with a mystic’s restless desire to penetrate to 
the spiritual reality behind the beauty of creation. She has a strong sense of the 
continuous movement and change in nature, and of the confusing variety and 
intricacy in nature’s unity. Some natural forces manifest themselves for her in a 
human and dramatic way—the bursting of buds in spring is like childbirth, tress 
straining in the wind are like living creatures. She writes very much in the manner 
of Hopkins; her poetry is dramatic, torrential, but, like his too, it is sometimes 
strained and over-compressed. She is a serious and forceful poet and deserves 
attention. (821-9) 


THE TWO FIRES. Judith Wright. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia and 
London), 15s. 1955: 1956. 23 cm. 62 pages. 
In this collection of poetry, Judith Wright shows a further development in her 
approach to an understanding of the themes that she has explored in her earlier work. 
She finds an affinity between the forces of destruction that are inherent in the natural 
world and the emotional response of man, but her vision of the elemental powers of 
destruction is softened by the glimpses of beauty that she observes in the landscape 
around her. Her verses have a beauty of their own in the vivid metaphorical language 
that has become a characteristic of her poetry, and this volume establishes her high 
standing in Australian literature. (821-9A) 


English Essays 

SIR ROGER DE COVERLEY and other papers from The Spectator. 
Joseph Addison and Sir Richard Steele. Introduction by Arthur Compton-Rickett. 
Reprint. Nelson, ss. 16 cm. 378 pages. Facsimile. (Nelson Classics) 

Here are sixty-five of the best essays by these two famous essayists, with the two 

essays by Eustace Budgell which complete the De Coverley series. All are taken 

from The Spectator of 1711-12, and they present an entertaining picture of the 

England of Queen Anne, with a good deal of literary and social criticism. Their 

informal style, percipience and urbane charm endear them to every generation of 

readers. This is an exceptionally attractive edition, well designed and produced, and 

it preserves the original spelling, which presents no difficulties to the reader of today. 

(824-5) 

THE ENGLISH SENSE OF HUMOUR and Other Essays. Harold 
Nicolson. Constable, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 216 pages. 

The title-piece is a long and careful analysis of this highly debatable subject, which 

draws freely on modern psychological theory, but never becomes heavy-handed, 
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and this deftness of treatment is characteristic of the other essays, most of which were 
originally composed as lectures. Sir Harold Nicolson is particularly careful to define 
his terms and the scope of his discussion, but he never fails to express himself with 
grace and wit. There is an outstanding lecture on the practice of biography, an 
admirably close comparative study of Baudelaire and Swinburne and a shrewd and 
unsentimental account of nature in Greek poetry. (824:9) 


ALL ABOUT OURSELVES and Other Essays. J. B. Priestley. 
Chosen and Introduced by Eric Gillett. Heinemann, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 302 pages. 
Mr. J. B. Priestley, one of the best known living English writers, first gained notice 
about 1922 as an essayist. He soon excelled in this literary form and, in spite of his 
success as novelist and playwright, it is probably with the great essayists that he 
will finally rank. This generous selection of his essay work shows that nothing that 
men do is foreign to him and that his original ideas on life and literature are expressed 
in a masterly, easy style all his own. The editor’s critical appreciation of his author’s 
work is a fitting introduction to this welcome volume. (824-9) 


French Literature 


SIX PROSE COMEDIES OF MOLIERE. (Les Précieuses Ridicules, 
Don Juan, Le Médecin Malgré Lui, L’Avare, Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme, Les Fourberies 
de Scapin). An English version by George Graveley. Oxford University Press, 18s. 
1956. 19 cm. 386 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 

These comedies, though not among Moliére’s masterpieces, except Don Juan, 

represent the genres Moliére treated: light social satire, pure farce, pure comedy. 

Moliére’s aim was to castigate hypocrisy in all its forms—affectation, snobbery, 

medical quackery—and to show how a foible or vice in a parent can wreck the 

happiness of a whole family circle. At the same time he reveals that man is never 
all of a piece, a miser is tripped up by love (L’Avare), a profligate by generosity 

(Don Juan), a parvenu’s ambitions are not all ignoble (Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme). 

These versions are primarily made for actors (Moliére wrote to be acted) and as such 

are praiseworthy, though disappointing in the famous scenes. (842-4) 


Greek Literature 


ART AND LITERATURE IN FOURTH CENTURY ATHENS. 
T. B. L. Webster. University of London: Athlone Press, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 176 pages. 
21 illustrations. Chronology. Index. 

Professor Webster has put his expertise in Greek literature and art to good use in this 

study of the development of thought and sentiment in Athens during the Fourth 

Century B.C. as reflected both by writers and by vase painters and sculptors. Plato, 

Aristotle, and Theophrastus are the intellectual masters of the three periods into 

which the century is divided, and the interconnections between art and letters in the 

distinct aesthetic and intellectual climates of these periods are interestingly discussed 
and illustrated. The beauty and significance of most of the sixteen half-tone plates 

prompts the wish that they had been more numerous. (880-9) 


THE MARBLE THRESHING-FLOOR. Studies in Modern Greek 
Poetry. Philip Sherrard. Vallentine, Mitchell, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 266 pages. Index. 


Greek poetry had been preserved in ballad form for centuries after the fall of 
Constantinople, but the poets who can take their place in modern European literature 
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appeared only after the War of Independence. Mr. Sherrard, using many of his own 
translations, describes and evaluates the work of the five major names of this period, 
Solomos, Palamas, Sikelianos, Cavafy and Seferis, whose poetry except for the two 
last is virtually unknown to English readers. He contends that Greek poetry, having 
avoided the post-Renaissance cult of individual sensibility, has preserved the true 
essence of mythology and makes a simpler yet profounder appeal than modern 
Western poetry. (889-1) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
Geography Travel Description 
THE EPIC VOYAGE OF THE SEVEN LITTLE SISTERS. A 
6,700-mile Voyage alone across the Pacific. William Willis. Hutchinson, 16s. 1956. 
22 cm. 244 pages. 44 photographs (2 in colour). 8 illustrations in text. 2 maps. 
In 1954 the author, accompanied by a cat and a parrot, sailed a balsa wood raft, 
which he made himself, some 6,700 miles from Callao, Peru, to Pago Pago in British 
Samoa. It was the longest single-handed ocean voyage of its kind, and, considering 
its American author’s age, which was over sixty, it represents a feat of exceptional 
courage and endurance. Mr. Willis’s food was mainly barley-flour and sugar. His 
account lacks nothing in excitement for those who savour maritime adventure. 
(910-45) 


CHISHOLM’S HANDBOOK OF COMMERCIAL GEOGRAPHY. 
Entirely rewritten by L. Dudley Stamp and S. Carter Gilmour. 15th edition. 
Longmans, 70s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 930 pages. 20 graphs. 26 maps. Tables. Index. 

When the fifteenth edition of a reference work is called for within twelve months of 

the fourteenth, little remains for a reviewer but to call attention to the fact. 

References have been introduced to contemporary events such as the Persian oil 

settlement and the Saar constitution, and later figures for important world products 

have been included. Some of the introductory sections could be further revised, 

e.g. those on power and railway electrification; there is no reference to plastics, and 

a section on navigation with emphasis on the mariner’s compass reads a little strangely 

in an age of radio aids to shipping. But much has been done to fit the work for 

present-day requirements, which it clearly mects. (911-3) 


BRECKLAND. Olive Cook. Hale, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 190 pages. 25 
photographs. Map. Bibliography. Index. (Regional Books) 
Though apt to create an unfavourable impression at first sight, the wilderness of 
sand, chalk, and flint on the borders of Norfolk and Suffolk, known as the ‘Brecks’, 
has a unique interest for the archaeologist, the botanist, the ornithologist, and all 
lovers of wild and unspoilt country. Of recent years, unfortunately, much of the area 
has been transformed by the conifer planting of the Forestry Commission and by 
military and air force activities. The Elveden estate shows what can be accomplished 
on the most unpromising soil by modern agricultural methods. Miss Cook has 
written an excellent book on a fascinating region, and a word of praise must be spared 
for Mr. Edwin Smith’s admirable photographs. (9142) 


PROVENCE. Marcel Brion. Translated from the French and adapted by 
S. G. Colverson. Nicholas Kaye, 30s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 248 pages. 179 photographs. 
Map. Index. (Les Beaux Pays) 


This work, of French authorship and production, consists principally of a collection 
of heliogravure illustrations, by various photographers, for which no praise can be 
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too high. While the text may seem to be too much congested with factual information 
for comfortable reading, it will be of considerable use to the intending visitor to this 
most beautiful and historic province of France. (914-4) 


TUSCANY. 224 photographs by Arnold von Borsig. Introduction and notes 
by Ranuccio Bianchi-Bandinelli. Translated from the German. Thames & Hudson, 
$0s. 1956. 30°5 cm. 46 pages of text. 

Tuscany has long prided itself on having fostered both the language and the 

civilisation of Italy in its purest, most quintessential form. In this volume Florence 

above all and secondly Siena have been chosen as embodying the heart of Tuscany, 
and the painting, sculpture and architecture of these cities is nobly represented, as 
also are Pisa and Lucca. The book is not confined to the arts, but includes also local 
crafts, peasant portraits and characteristic Tuscan landscapes. Some of the most 
familiar sights and masterpieces have deliberately been omitted (though there is an 
admirable photograph of the Ponte Vecchio before its partial demolition) and scenes 
have been singled out which are truly Tuscan but which do not always catch the 
traveller’s eye. The quality of the monochrome photographs is very high and 
the notes and introduction are well planned for the general reader. (914°5) 


ITALIAN BOUQUET. Natala de la Feére. Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1956. 
22°§ cm. 172 pages. 
A series of sketches and short stories mostly set in Rome and Florence. The author 
describes her experiences on first settling down for an extended stay in Italy. At first 
she writes in the role of the paying guest collecting agreeable surface impressions of 
her hosts. Later, though her presentation of the Italian temperament remains a shade 
sentimental, she gains a far closer knowledge of the people and is particularly skilful 
at recapturing the flavour of Italian conversation and expressions; she shows herself at 
the same time a subtle and entertaining raconteur. (914°5) 


THE MASAI STORY. Oskar Koenig. Michael Joseph, 18s. 10956. 
22 cm. 190 pages. 18 photographs. Map. 
The author has spent over twenty years as a white hunter in East Africa, and has 
recorded some of his experiences in Pori Tupu. In this new volume he is more 
particularly concerned with the Masai tribe, for whose members he has a great 
admiration. The book is not a systematic study of the Masai but relates his experiences 
with men and animals (he now uses a camera) in an agreeable manner and reflects 
many aspects of the tribal life of a remarkable warrior people. (916-782) 


THE ZAMBEZI EXPEDITION OF DAVID LIVINGSTONE, 
1858-1863. Vol. 1: Journals. Vol. II: The Journals continued with Letters and 
Dispatches therefrom. Edited by J. P. R. Wallis. Chatto & Windus, 84s. 1956. 
26 cm. $24 pages. Vol. 1: 9 plates in colour, including 1 from a lithograph by 
T. Picken, 2 from water colours by Thomas Baines and Dr. John Kirk. Drawings. 
Map. Vol. II: 8 plates in colour, from water colours by Thomas Baines. Map. 
Bibliography. Index. (Central African Archives: Oppenheimer Series. No. 9) 

David Livingstone appears here in a very different role from that of the single-handed 

missionary explorer. He is now Commander Zambezi Expedition and H.B.M.’s 

Consul, with a large programme of geographical, economic and social research. 

The volumes give a vivid impression of his unremitting energy, never-resting 

intellectual curiosity, and the certainty which rested on absolute religious certainty. 
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We see, also, the individualist who fell out in turn with his navigator, geologist and 
artist. He suffered two almost crushing blows: the realisation that the Zambezi could 
not be a through highway for commerce, and the death of his wife. A little more 
editorial aid would have helped the general reader, and there are a few misprints. 
Against these must be set the excellent, thought-provoking preface by Professor 
Wallis and the attractive reproductions of Baine’s water colours. (916-79) 


THE MYSTERIOUS NORTH. Pierre Berton. McClelland & Stewart 
(Toronto, Canada). $5.00. 1956. 21-5 cm. 368 pages. 24 photographs. 6 maps. 
Index. 

Mr. Berton, now managing editor of MacLean’s Magazine, is a true son of the north. 

Born and raised in the Yukon, he has criss-crossed Canada’s varied Arctic for 

information and news. Out of his experience has come a creative, interpretative book 

and yet one that is as informative as a text covering geology, geography, history and 
legend. The conquest of the north has its stumbling blocks. There is the Great 

Canadian Shield which resists railways and roads, there is the remoteness of the 

north and the cost of reaching and exploiting it, and above all, the permafrost. Its 

present wealth lies in its basic resources of furs and minerals. Its future may lie in the 

Yukon River which could be turned into one of the world’s greatest sources of 

hydro-power and in the Mackenzie basin where some day farming may take hold. 

Canada’s north is still a mystery and the author finds that it both “bewitches and 

repels’. (917-12) 


ATLANTIC CANADA. Miriam Chapin. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), 
$3.50. 1956. 22 cm. 180 pages. 
A factual appraisal of the four eastern provinces, repeating well-known historical 
situations but also recounting a variety of hopeful current activities and projects. 
It deals primarily with the traditional economic difficulties of the area but hastens 
to add a word about the natural beauties of the land, and touches on the leisurely 
way of life in the small cities. Though it generalises in brisk terms, it is a fair and not 
unsympathetic summary of the present state of the Maritime Provinces and 
Newfoundland. (917-16) 


CHILDREN OF THE JUNGLE. Per Host. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 
18 cm. 190 pages. 21 photographs. Map. Paper covers. 
A reprint of the chapters in the author’s successful travel book, What the World 
Showed Me (translated from the Norwegian by Katherine Johns and published in 
1953) which deal with the little-known Cuna and Choco Indians of Central 
America. How he gained their confidence and what he learnt of their lives and the 
difficulties of surviving as distinctive communities in the modern world make 
excellent reading 2s well as important contributions to knowledge. With the unusual 
photographs this book is good value for the price. (918-62) 


WEALTH IN THE WILDERNESS. Arthur Groom. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydu y, Australia, and London), A2ts.; 18s. 1955: 1956. 23 cm. 208 pages. 
44 illustrations. Endpaper map. 

This is the story of Northern Australia, written by one who has attempted not only 

to describe the country, but who has endeavoured to present the problems faced both 

in good seasons and droughts, and to show how they are overcome. His experiences 
convince the author that the introduction of more adequate transport and water 
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facilities for stock could help to climinate some of the difficulties. Mr. Groom does 
not end on a despairing note, but seems confident that extensive development of the 
natural resources of the North could make it one of the most productive regions of 
Australia. (919-4) 


Biography 
SOLDIER’S GLORY. Being Rough Notes of an Old Soldier. Sir George 
Bell. Arranged and edited by his kinsman Brian Stuart. Bell, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 
336 pages. 3 illustrations. Headpiece decorations. 3 maps. 
This is a book for anyone interested in adventure. Major-General Sir George Bell 
(1794-1877) was a keen soldier. In a long life of service he saw action in many parts 
of the world. In his retirement he worked up the journals he had kept assiduously 
for more than fifty years into the very long Rough Notes of an Old Soldier, published 
in two volumes. It told a fascinating story, and has been a treasure house for military 
historians, but it has long since gone out of print. A wise publisher has now 
commissioned a kinsman of the author to edit it in abridged form. It should attract 
many readers. (92) 


GRAND MOTEL. William and Milarde Brent. Rich & Cowan, 12s.6d. 1956. 
22 cm. 192 pages. 
Motels are an American innovation, catering for motorists who primarily want 
overnight accommodation. A Hollywood script-writer and his wife undertake to 
run a Motel which is sadly in need of good management. Unfortunately, they have 
had no previous experience, and the owners make their life anything but smooth. 
They have, however, a light-hearted ability to extract fun from their problems, 
and they make a success of the job. They meet an entertaining cross-section of 
humanity, ordinary and eccentric, good, bad and indifferent, and cope with each 
crisis as it comes. This is an amusing book, at times hilarious, but written with a 
sympathetic, albeit wary, eye on the vagaries of the human race. (92) 


AMBASSADOR IN CHAINS. The Life of Bishop Patrick James Byrne 
(1888-1950) Apostolic Delegate to the Republic of Korea. Raymond A. Lane. 
Peter Davies, 15s. 1956. 20°§ cm. 230 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 

Bishop Lane of the American Catholic Foreign Mission Society of Maryknoll 

presents us with an arresting portrait of the late Bishop Byrne, and in these pages 

we encounter a man of indomitable courage and selfless devotion whose outstanding 
gifts of mind and heart were consecrated to missionary service. Although for the 
duration of the Second World War he was kept in solitary confinement as a prisoner 
in Japan, he willingly accepted re-appointment to Korea at the outbreak of hostilities. 
There, after incredible privations nobly borne, he met his end on a ‘death march’. 
The author makes effective use of Bishop Byrne’s letters and diaries. (92) 


DEAN COLET AND HIS THEOLOGY. E. W. Hunt. S.P.C.K. for 
the Church Historical Society, 30s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 152 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
There have not been wanting biographies of John Colet (c. 1467-1519) but there is 
certainly room for this study of the chief aspects of Colet’s work. Mr. Hunt deals 
with Colet as humanist, reformer, preacher, exegete and mystic. We are rightly 
reminded that Colet’s humanism was Christocentric—a fact that has been insufficiently 
emphasised by previous writers. The chapters on Colet the preacher and the mystic 
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are especially valuable, and readers will be grateful for the description of Colet’s 
preaching methods as well as for the analysis of his mystical ideas. The treatment is 
marked throughout by detailed research and lucidity of style. (92) 


THE DESERT AND THE STARS. A Portrait of T. E. Lawrence. 
Flora Armitage. Faber, 25s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 334 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This is the first biography to appear since Mr. Aldington’s onslaught on Lawrence's 

reputation. Miss Armitage displays an admirable discrimination in evaluating sharply 

conflicting testimony, she exposes the bias of many of Mr. Aldington’s assertions and 
succeeds in showing how far he is from establishing a new historical judgment. Her 
book’s principal value consists in its careful weighing of the latest evidence. It is one 
of the few full-length studies produced by an author not personally acquainted with 
Lawrence and from this aspect it bears witness to the difficulty of portraying such a 
man from the written record alone. (92) 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JAMES MILSON. Roy H. Goddard. 
Georgian House (Melbourne), sos. 1955. 24°5 cm. 218 pages. 44 illustrations. 
8 maps. Bibliography. Reference notes. Index. 
The influence of the free settler with high ideals of democratic liberty and of intense 
personal industry on the early development of New South Wales is illustrated in 
Roy Goddard’s history of the Milson family, who pioneered both agricultural and 
commercial interests in the new colony. Arriving in Sydney in 1806, James Milson, 
Senior, began farming in the inner Sydney area and quickly built up a business as 
Ship’s Provider, setting a pattern of development which his family was to follow. 
The author’s research, with the further interest of Geoffrey Ingleton’s line drawings, 
makes this record of Milson’s activities a document of great sociological interest. (92) 


PRINCESS MATHILDE. Marguerite Castillon du Perron. Translated from 
the French by Mary McLean. Heinemann, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 336 pages. Genealogical 
table. Bibliography. Index. 

The subject of this biography is Mathilde de Montfort, daughter of Jerome, the 

youngest brother of Napoleon. Had her youthful engagement to her cousin 

materialised she would have taken Eugénie’s place as the empress of Napoleon II. 

Her father’s misguided plans resulted in her marriage to a wealthy Russian. She was 

a success at the Russian court, but that could not be said of her marriage, which 

broke down owing to her husband’s boorish behaviour. Mathilde retired to Paris, 

where her rank and abilities made her salon a powerful influence in Parisian literature 
and politics. A valuable picture, based in part on unpublished material, of literary and 

intellectual life under the Second Empire. (92) 


ANNIE OAKLEY OF THE WILD WEST. Walter Havighurst. 
Hale, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 256 pages. 17 illustrations. Index. 
Annie Oakley, the most outstanding woman in the history of marksmanship, played 
a not unimportant part in creating and projecting the Legend of the American 
Frontier, though she herself was born in Ohio and achieved her personal triumphs 
by going East rather than West. With Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show she astonished 
the crowned heads of Europe, and Professor Havighurst’s lively reconstruction of 
her career is as much the story of American showmanship as the tale of Annie 
Oakley. (92) 


377 








PLATO IN SICILY. G. R. Levy. Faber, 15s. 1956. 21 cm. Portrait frontispiece. 
2 maps. 2 genealogical tables. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 
The author of The Violet Crown now turns from the Athens of Alcibiades to the 
Sicily of Dion and the Dionysii, Plato’s relations with whom are of interest both to 
historians and to students of philosophy. Plato’s three visits to Sicily, his association 
with the despotic rulers of Syracuse, and his unsuccessful endeavours, in collabora- 
tion with Dion, to create a ‘philosophic monarchy’, form a romantic and tragic story, 
which Miss Levy relates with imagination and sensitivity. Basically she keeps close 
to her ancient authorities, so that the many who will read her book for enjoyment 
will not be led astray. (92) 


SELECTED LETTERS OF SYDNEY SMITH. Edited by Nowell 
C. Smith. Oxford University Press, 6s. 1956. 15°5 cm. 362 pages. Index. (World’s 
Classics) 

The editor has made this selection from his two-volume edition of Sydney Smith’s 

letters published in 1953. He has achieved his aim in representing the course of the 

life of Sydney Smith (1771-1845), his friendships, his fun and his informed judgment 
on contemporary literature, men and manners. Sydney Smith became the most 
brilliant wit and conversationalist of his day, but was nevertheless an opponent of 
injustice and falsity wherever he saw it. He was a born letter-writer and this handy 
volume should be as welcome a companion as Sydney Smith himself must have 
been. (92) 


THE SUMMER KING. Variations by an Adventurer on an Eighteenth- 
century Air. Aylmer Vallance. Thames & Hudson, 16s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 212 pages. 
7 illustrations. Facsimile. Map. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 
This amusing essay leads into the back streets of the eighteenth century political 
underworld. Most Corsicans have forgotten (and few Englishmen have ever known) 
that for one brief summer two centuries ago the island had a crowned king, whose 
remains now rest in a pauper’s grave in Soho. For Theodore Von Neuhoff, Theodore 
the First (and last) of Corsica, this episode dominated a life of masquerade as spy, 
adventurer, and crook. The late Mr. Vallance did not pretend that his sketch rested 
at all points on solid fact. The truth about Theodore is not easy to discover; but 
his reconstruction of an incredible career is as serious a biography as such a 
character deserves. (92) 


YEARS OF TRIAL AND HOPE, 1946-1953. Harry S. Truman. 
Hodder & Stoughton, 30s. 1956. 23 cm. 600 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
(Memoirs of Harry S. Truman. Vol. Il) 

Mr. Truman’s first volume covered the first year of his Presidency. This second 

volume deals with the remaining six years. Naturally, the canvas is somewhat 

crowded, for he has many important themes to develop: America’s part in rebuilding 

European strength, the establishment of the United Nations, the halting of com- 

munist aggression in Greece, Turkey, Trieste, and Persia, the Berlin blockade, and 

the grave decision to contain the communist assault in Korea. On all these topics he 
gives first-hand information. His explanation of the way American policy developed, 
and his copious, perhaps too copious, quotations from official documents will be of 
considerable value to later historians. His book provides a revealing insight into its 
author’s personality, and explains his success in winning American support for his 
policy. While these memoirs are of primary interest to American readers, no student 
of contemporary affairs can afford to ignore them. (92) 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. The Making of a Statesman. J. H. Plumb. 
Cresset Press, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 424 pages. 9 plates. Bibliographical note. Index. 
A comparison of this work with the life of Walpole published by Coxe in 1798 is 
the measure of the advance made in historical writing during the last century and a 
half. Not only is Dr. Plumb able to use much new material which has come to light 
as the result of modern research, what is even more interesting is the different technique 
employed, and the new questions that are asked. This is primarily a life of a great 
eighteenth century statesman, but it is also a profound study of the social background 
out of which he arose. The author is concerned here with the neglected part of 
Walpole’s career, his rise to power between 1700 and 1722, and he shows how 
mistaken earlier historians have been in their assumptions. An important contribution 
to the history of the period, indispensable to students and an eminently readable 
biography. (92) 


BEATRICE WEBB’S DIARIES, 1924-1932. Edited and with an 
introduction by Margaret Cole. Longmans, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 354 pages. 
8 illustrations. Indexes. 
This may be regarded as the fourth of a series of volumes relating to the late Beatrice 
Webb (Lady Passfield): the first two, her own works My Apprenticeship (to 1892) 
and Our Partnership (1892-1911), were followed by Mrs. Cole’s edition of her diaries 
for 1912 to 1924. The present volume is as fascinating as the earlier ones. Beginning 
with the time of the formation of the first Labour Government, of which Sidney 
Webb was a member, it contains Mrs. Webb’s vivid comments on current events 
and on the personalities of the vast number of famous people whom she met in 
public life. (92) 


SELECTED LETTERS OF JOHN WESLEY. Edited by Frederick 
C. Gill. Epworth Press, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 254 pages. Index. 
The letters of John Wesley were published in eight volumes in 1931 and they 
numbered 2670. Since that date many more have come to light. Mr. Gill has rendered 
a real service by selecting a cross-section of the correspondence and his choice is to 
be warmly commended. The letters were addressed to all sorts and conditions of 
people; sometimes they are nothing more than brief notes but occasionally Wesley 
writes at considerable length. Whether he is writing to the King, to clerical friends 
or the humblest Methodist, he reveals an acute judgment, an incisive style and a neat 
wit. (92) 


KELLY’S HANDBOOK TO THE TITLED, LANDED AND 
OFFICIAL CLASSES, 1956. 82nd annual edition. Kelly’s Directories, 80s. 
1956. 21°5 cm. 2,346 pages. Indexes. 

This Handbook lists in one alphabetical sequence all those who hold hereditary ranks, 

titles or distinguished Orders; Members of Parliament, and members of the higher 

grades of the diplomatic, naval, military, air, clerical, legal, colonial and civil services; 

Deputy-Lieutenants and justices of the peace; landed proprietors; distinguished 

dramatic, literary and artistic personalities; and leading members of the British 

commercial world. Particulars are given of the Royal Family, and there are tables of 
general precedence, and lists of names of British Ministers abroad, and of Foreign 

Ministers to Britain. Two lists of Members of the House of Commons give Members 

under their names and under their constituencies. (920) 
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Ancient Rome 


TIBERIUS. A Study in Resentment. Gregorio Marafién. Translated from the 
Spanish by Warre Bradley Wells. Foreword by Ronald Syme. Hollis & Carter, 
258. 246 pages. 17 illustrations. 3 genealogical tables. Chronology. Bibliography. 

The baffling character of the emperor Tiberius and its interpretation by Tacitus has 

long challenged historians. Was he really as bad as he has been painted? Have modern 

writers gone too far in trying to rehabilitate him: Why did a reign that started with 
promise end in despotism? To such problems Dr. Marafién, who has already written 
the history of Antonio Pérez, favourite of another suspicious ruler Philip II, applies the 
knowledge of a doctor and psychologist as well as historian. In particular he 
finds the chief clue to Tiberius’s reign in his motives of resentment and hostility. 

Naturally not all Dr. Marafién’s interpretations may find acceptance, but his 

stimulating study, supplemented with a Foreword from the Camden Professor of 

Ancient History in the University of Oxford, will be read with profit by all interested 

in the early Roman Empire. (937) 


World War II 


THE DOWNFALL OF THE GERMAN SECRET SERVICE. 
Karl Bartz. Translated from the German by Edward Fitzgerald. Introduction by 
Ian Colvin. Kimber, 18s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 202 pages. Bibliography. 

This is not a history of the German Military Intelligence Service, but a record of 

events which led to the downfall of its Chief, Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, and his 

secret collaborators. After a brief account of the pre-war career of Canaris and of 
the Intelligence Service, the story deals with the early development of the plot to 
assassinate Hitler, its failure in July 1940 and the subsequent action to bring to trial 
all those connected with it. It is a record of intrigue and double-intrigue based on 
such German State papers and witnesses as were available to the author when he 
returned to Germany in 1948. (940-54) 


THE MEDITERRANEAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST. Vol. I. 
‘The Germans come to the Help of their Ally’ (1941). L S. O. Playfair. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 35s. 1956. 25 cm. 408 pages. 44 photographs. 29 maps (19 in 
colour). 8 diagrams. Chronology. Index. (History of the Second World War: United 
Kingdom Military Series) 

Opening in 1941 when the Germans came to the help of the Italians in North Africa 

and soon recaptured Cyrenaica, except for Tobruk, this admirable account covers the 

several campaigns in the Middle East in which the British sea, land and air forces 
were hard pressed. It ranges from the defence of Malta, naval victory at Matapan, the 
loss of Greece and Crete, rebellion in Iraq to the defeat of Vichy France in Syria, 
with the struggle for the Western Desert running as a central theme. Pressure was 
relieved when some of the German forces were transferred to the Russian front. 

The final successful campaign against the Italians in East Africa in the autumn of 

1941 concludes this volume, with the British, after many set-backs, still in possession 

of their vital bases in the Middle East. (940-54) 


TOBRUK COMMANDO. Gordon Landsborough. Cassell, 15s. 1956. 
21 cm. 224 pages. 29 photographs. 2 maps. 
British Special Forces during World War II were noted for originality, bluff and 


courage and this story of the Long Range Desert — fits into that category. It 
tells of ‘Operation Agreement’ which grew from a simple plan for a small party to 
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penetrate the German lines and destroy Rommel’s supply port of Tobruk. 
Unfortunately, the idea developed into a sizeable combined operation with public 
rehearsals in Egypt. This lack pt feat led to disaster. The account of the operation 
in general and of Force B in particular in its long desert trek from Cairo via Kufra 
to Tobruk compares with any yet told. (940°542) 


THE ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICES. Vol. IU: 
Commands. Edited by S. C. Rexford-Welch. H.M. Stationery Office, 75s. 1956. 
24°5 cm. 728 pages. $$ illustrations. 32 diagrams. 19 maps. Tables. Index. (History 
of the Second World War: United Kingdom Medical Series) 

The second of three volumes dealing with the Royal Air Force, this describes the 

history, medical organisation and administration of the various commands, their 

particular problems and how these were solved. There were nine commands, and 
closely related to them and grouped with them were the Second Tactical Air Force, 

No. 60 Group Radar and the Royal Air Force Regiment. The staffing of each of 

these is fully considered, together with methods of training crews, their terrain, 

accommodation, hygiene, the operations in which they took part, as well as physio- 
logical and medical aspects, casualty services, and each command's peculiar flying and 
industrial hazards. A specially interesting volume of the series, this is, like the others, 
well produced and illustrated. (940°547) 


THE MOUCHOTTE DIARIES, 1940-1943. Edited by André 
Dezarrois. Translated from the French by Philip John Stead. Staples Press, 15s. 
1956. 22 cm. 222 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 


René Mouchotte was one of the French airmen who, on the Fall of France, managed 
to escape from North Africa to Britain. On his arrival in England he joined the 
R.A.F. and took part in the Battle of Britain. Later he commanded the ‘Alsace’ 
fighter squadron and was in charge of a Wing when in 1943 he was shot down and 
lost during a sweep over the Continent. These personal diaries describe in intimate 
detail his life and service during the three years he served in Britain. They reveal how 
fine a leader Mouchotte was, and how deeply and courageously throughout this 
time he devoted himself to duty. (940°548) 


Britain 
A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING PEOPLES. Vol. L 


The Birth of Britain. Winston S$. Churchill. Cassell, 30s. 1956. 25 cm. 438 pages. 
7 maps. 3 genealogical tables. Index. 


Before the Second World War Sir Winston Churchill planned this survey, inspired 
by the contribution made to world history by the English-speaking peoples of the 
Commonwealth and of the United States. Then the writing of history had to give 
place to the making of history. Now he returns to it more assured than ever that 
the destiny of these peoples calls for their unity, and that in their common history 
lies the inspiration for their closer friendship. This first volume is a masterly survey 
of the elements of our island story from prehistoric times to the Battle of Bosworth. 
The rise of the nation state and its characteristic institutions is unfolded in his 
inimitable style. An eloquent, witty, illuminating narrative which leaves the reader 
on edge to know how this master of English prose will treat the great themes of 
English history that lie ahead of Bosworth. (942) 
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DARK-AGE BRITAIN. Studies presented to E. T. Leeds, with a biblio- 
graphy of his works. Edited by D. B. Harden. Methuen, 63s. 1956. 27 cm. 292 pages. 
36 plates. Diagrams. Maps. Tables. Index. 

These papers on Anglo-Saxon art and archaeology are a posthumous offering to 

Edward T. Leeds, former Keeper of the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, who died in 

1955. Prefaced by a Bibliography of Leeds’ books and articles, they are divided into 

three groups dealing with (1) Roman and Celtic survivals, (2) The Pagan Saxons, 

(3) The Christian Saxons and the Viking age. Written by a strong team of experts, 

the volume is both a handsome tribute to a scholar who raised the study of Anglo- 

Saxon archaeology to a new level, and, in some sense, a manual of the Dark Age 

period in Britain covering a wide range of topics including coinage, pottery, brooches, 

enamels, the Jutish and Anglo-Saxon settlements and trade relations with the 

continent. (942-01) 


CURIOSITIES FROM PARLIAMENT. Stanley Hyland. Wingate, 12s.6d. 
1956. 22 cm. 224 pages. 16 illustrations. Bibliography. 
In the course of his work as a research assistant in the Library of the House of 
Commons Mr. Hyland consulted long files of Parliamentary Papers, Journals of the 
House of Lords and House of Commons, and similar material, and came across 
many curious and amusing passages, on which he has based this delightful book. 
Readers will enjoy his anecdotes from the lighter side of 19th century British history, 
such as his account of the outcry arising from the demolition of a ginger-beer hut 
in Hyde Park, and the attempts to introduce elastic-sided boots as army wear. 
(942-08) 
Italy 


A SHORT HISTORY OF THE ITALIAN PEOPLE: From the 
Barbarian Invasions to the Present Day. Janet Penrose Trevelyan. 4th edition, 
revised, with an epilogue by D. Mack Smith and a foreword by G. M. Trevelyan. 
Allen & Unwin, 32s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 426 pages. 15 plates. 6 maps. Chronological 
table. Index. 

This concise sketch of Italian history was first published in 1919, and ran to three 

editions. As a general survey of Italian history it has not been surpassed, and the 

publishers are justified in bringing out a new edition. The epilogue by Mr. D. M. 

Smith, an authority on modern Italian history, completes the story with an account 

of Mussolini’s fall, the post-war reconstruction, and the problems confronting 

contemporary Italy. The book has been completely reset, and should be a useful 

addition to any reference library. (945) 


Denmark 


DENMARK. Sacheverell Sitwell. Batsford, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 168 pages. 
42 illustrations. Index. 
This account of a visit to Denmark in 1954 has a wealth of social, historical, geograph- 
ical and architectural material that makes it more informative than the majority of 
travel books and better than many. Mr. Sitwell brings to the writing of it a knowledge 
and experience of other countries and peoples that enable him to write as a citizen of 
the world and not, as so often happens in travel books, as a light-hearted holiday- 
maker abroad. Kings, queens and commoners, art and architecture, people and 
places, everyday life and everyday things, past and present, are covered here. It 
should appeal to all whose interests go beyond their own shores. (948-9) 
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Korea 


BEYOND COURAGE. Clay Blair. Foreword by General N. F. Twining. 
Jarrolds, 15s. 1956. 22 cm. 216 pages. 9 illustrations. 
This book contains five exciting stories about members of the U.S. Air Force who 
force-landed or who had to parachute down behind the enemy lines in North Korea; 
and yet who managed to escape and regain safety. In every case these men were 
injured or wounded, often seriously, and they had to undergo extreme hardship and 
privation before and during their marches back through hostile and inhospitable 
country. They were, however, from time to time aided by the inhabitants. The 
author, who obtained details from the men themselves, writes simply and vividly 
of the limitless courage and endurance they displayed. (951-9) 


India Pakistan 


TWO NATIONS AND KASHMIR. Lord Birdwood. Hale, 21s. 1956. 
22 cm. 238 pages. 2 photographs. 2 maps. Glossary. Index. 
No problem of our time calls more urgently for dispassionate and objective thinking 
than the dispute between India and Pakistan over Kashmir, but it is difficult for the 
enquiring layman to unravel its complexities. Lord Birdwood’s survey of the subject 
goes a long way to help. It makes its approach objectively, but without frigid 
detachment. Detachment indeed is almost precluded by the amplitude of his links 
with both parts of the sub-continent. A factual account of events is set against a 
background of personal and sympathetic commitment to both sides in the dispute, 
and in particular to the Kashmiris themselves, who, it is valuable to be reminded, have 
needs and aspirations of their own. (954) 


Turkey 


A HISTORY OF TURKEY: From Empire to Republic. M. Philips Price. 
Allen & Unwin, 20s. 1956. 225 cm. 224 pages. 13 photographs. Map. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The interest and merit of this book lie in the fact that the author has personally known 

Turkey over a period of years covering three historical epochs: the Ottoman regime, 

the turbulent period of the Young Turkish Revolution and finally the settled days 

of the Republic. Most accounts of modern Turkey concentrate upon the latter epoch, 
but the author demonstrates the historical continuity between the old and the new 
regime without detracting from the immense achievement of Kemel Ataturk. The 

book is illustrated with admirable photographs and each chapter is followed by a 

short bibliography. (956-1) 


United States of America 


THE FREMANTLE DIARY. Being the Journal of Lieutenant Colonel 
Arthur Lyon Fremantle, Coldstream Guards, on his Three Months in the Southern 
States. Editing and commentary by Walter Lord. Introduction by Maurice Ashley. 
Deutsch, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 336 pages. Notes. 

At the height of the American Civil War a young English officer had the initiative 

to spend three months’ leave as an observer. Landing in Mexico, to avoid a breach 

of the Northern blockade, he made his way by mule, wagon, stage-coach, train, and 
even on foot, over hundreds of miles from southern Texas to Pennsylvania. He got 
on well with officers of the Confederate armies, and he saw and heard much (including 
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the Battle of Gettysburg viewed from a tree-top), all of which he jotted down in his 
diary. Mr. Ashley’s prefatory essay is a neat summary of the essential facts which put 
this personal account into its proper perspective. (973-78) 


South America 


THIS NEW WORLD. The Civilization of Latin America. William Lytle 
Schurz. Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 444 pages. Illustrations by Carl Folke 
Sahlin. Endpaper drawing in colour. 5 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Schurz’s book does not justify the publishers’ claim that it is ‘a complete, up-to- 

date and authoritative book on Latin American civilisation’. Nor does it ‘summarise 

the place of the twenty Latin American republics in the world today’. Indeed, as 

a discussion of contemporary Latin American civilisation, it is inadequate. But as a 

discussion of certain important elements which have helped to mould the civilisation 

of Latin America, more particularly during the three centuries of Spanish colonial 
rule, it is extremely interesting, despite its sometimes over-wide generalisations and 

its occasional obscurities of expression. Like its predecessor, Latin America: a 

Descriptive Survey (1942), it deserves to be widely read; and the two books should, 

in fact, be taken together. (980) 


New Zealand 


NEW ZEALAND NOW. Oliver Duff. 2nd edition. Allen & Unwin (London) 
and Paul’s Book Arcade (Hamilton, New Zealand), 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 144 pages. 
10 photographs. 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 


A new preface and a postscript have been added to this reprint of a book published 
in 1941 as one of a series of surveys on various aspects of New Zealand life and 
history commissioned by the Government as part of the centennial celebrations. It 
is a highly readable and penetrating work by a New Zealand farmer-journalist and 
includes character sketches of typical New Zealanders. (993-1) 


FICTION 
General 


VICTOR AND THE VANQUISHED. P. B. Abercrombie. Gollancz, 
12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 208 pages. 


This is the story of a shady young man’s attempts to build up an antique business by 
paying court to two rich women. He overreaches himself and the project fails. 
His mistress, Sydney, sees his faults all to clearly, but finally resigns herself to her 
love for him as to an incurable disease. The ‘vanquished’ are the sad failures who 
inhabit the seedy boarding-house where Sydney lives. One of them is a gentle, but 
embittered Hungarian i who comes to love Sydney, but dies before he can 
tell her. This is a moving novel, written with subtlety and insight; it manages to be 
both humane and honest about human nature. 


A LEGACY. Sybille Bedford. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 
368 pages. 

A brilliant evocation of life in Germany at the turn of the century. Through the 

crowded canvas runs the pattern of three brothers’ lives: Johannes the innocent cause 

of two political scandals—when he ran away from a Prussian cadet school, and, 

twenty years later, when he is shot while insanely attacking a superior officer; 
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Gustavus, who kept back a letter which could have saved his brother’s sanity; and 
the charming, weak Jules, with a gift for marriage but not for love. This is a novel 
of distinction, blending tragedy and high comedy, and infused with a fine sense of 
period. 


THE LORD AND MARY ANN. Catherine Cookson. Macdonald, 10s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 192 pages. 

Mary Ann is a tough, tenacious little girl, determined with the help of the Holy 
Family, the Parish priest and her rich friend Mr. Lord to make things run smoothly 
for her family. Her father, rescued from drunkenness and a Jarrow tenement and 
given a job as a farm hand, becomes jealous and nervy and begins drinking again. 
He meets with a serious accident and nearly loses his job, but Mary Ann saves the 
situation. This is a simple and moving story, redeemed from sentimentality by humour 
and a real understanding of a child’s mind and of Tyneside characters. 


WELSH SHORT STORIES. Selected and with an introduction by Gwyn 
Jones. Oxford University Press, 6s. 1956. 155 cm. 346 pages. (World’s Classics) 
The twenty-six short stories in this collection belong to the last three decades, almost 
certainly the most fruitful period in the development of the short story (written in 
English) in Wales. That they are representative of the period is in itself no mean 
achievement for, as Professor Gwyn Jones points out in his delightfully informative 
introduction, ‘there is not one Wales, but many; and no one voice and no one 
language can serve them all’. Of the eighteen authors included, some are inter- 
nationally famous, but all without exception deserve to be far more widely known 
than they are at present. There is a vitality about these stories, with a delight in 

word and rhythm, that make this a collection warmly to be recommended. 


RETREAT TO INNOCENCE. Doris Lessing. Michael Joseph, 15s. 1956. 
20°§ cm. 334 pages. 
Julia, a young and beautiful English girl of good family, has an affair with a Jewish 
refugee from Central Europe, a man many years older than herself. At the end he 
goes home and Julia embarks on marriage with a ‘suitable’ young Englishman. 
Julia is admirably drawn and the gradual change in her from childish innocence to 
more adult awareness is managed with great skill. The subtle and delicate conscious- 
ness of her lover is well contrasted both with Julia’s simplicity and with the more 
sophisticated simplicity of her distinguished father. The fundamental difference in 


outlook between the English and other Europeans is sharply, but not bitterly, 
defined. 


A HIGH-PITCHED BUZZ. Roger Longrigg. Faber, 12s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 
230 pages. 

Henry Fenwick, a bright young advertising man, spends most of his days in copy 
liaison sessions, clients’ conferences and office intrigue. At night he goes to parties 
and patronises coffee bars. Sometimes he may be seen at a night club. Then Fenwick 
meets Elizabeth and life begins to have a new meaning. Unfortunately, the path of 
true love is, as usual, less than smooth. A High-Pitched Buzz is as contemporary as a 
newspaper on the day of issue. Witty and diverting, it gives an excellent impression 
of the advertising world. Mr. Longrigg has an accurate ear for dialogue. 
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THE EMIGRANTS. Vilhelm Moberg. Translated from the Swedish by 

Gustaf Lannestock. Reinhardt, 15s. 1956. 20-5 cm. 384 pages. ; 
This is the first of Vilhelm Moberg’s eighteen novels to be published in Britain. 
It is the story of the Parish of Ljuder, in Sweden, and of the people who left it in 
1850 to seek a new life in North America. It tells of the developments that led them 
to cut loose from the earth which they and their forbears had tilled and lived on for 
generations, and of the voyage itself, a grim experience that was shared by many 
among the thousands of families that left Sweden a century ago to play a part in 
laying the foundations of the U.S.A. of today. It is a human and moving story, with 
an economy of effort and a realism that make for impressive and convincing 
writing. 


THE FLIGHT FROM THE ENCHANTER. Iris Murdoch. Chatto & 
Windus, 15s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 316 pages. 
The mysterious, powerful figure of Mischa Fox is the focal point of some disparate 
lives: Rosa, the shared mistress of two Polish brothers, is drawn to him as if by 
enchantment, so too is Annette, a beautiful young girl. He dominates the lives of 
Peter Saward, a lonely scholar, Hunter, Rosa’s weak, unhappy brother, and 
Rainborough, tyrannised by a glamorous secretary. There are scenes of pure farce 
and near tragedy. The writing is brilliant but does not quite compensate for the lack 
of a central viewpoint. The author is a shade too detached, her creations too aimless 
to involve the reader completely. 


COLLECTED STORIES. V. S. Pritchett. Chatto & Windus, 20s. 1956. 
20°§ cm. 400 pages. 

This collection will delight the connoisseur of short stories, for Mr. Pritchett 
publishes all too seldom. The title of his first book, It May Never Happen, places him 
accurately as an author who sees life in terms of comedy, but he is also capable of 
tragic insight. Perhaps his most characteristic gift is for ‘describing scenes of lower 
middle class life, but to say this gives little idea of his range of sympathies or power 
of invention. There is no more accomplished master of the colloquial style writing 
in English today, and he is, above all, an author who never lets his approach become 
mechanical. 


THE ARISTOCRATS. Michel de Saint-Pierre. Translated from the 
French by Geoffrey Sainsbury. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 216 pages. 
Genealogical table. 

The Oudry cartoons are decaying, the moat needs three million francs worth of 

repair, the French aristocracy has dwindled to an ever-narrowing group of families 

mortifying themselves for their traditions. Should such a family cling to their 
inherited values regardless of the sacrifices, or come to terms with the pressures of 
modern life: The problem is familiar, but the author handles it with sufficient wit 
and originality of characterisation to make an entertaining if not a profound novel. 

Despite the numerous quarrels and love affairs of his typical family, it is the spirit of 

comedy which dominates this lively narrative. 


THE PARADISE GARDEN. Michael Swan. Hamish Hamilton, 1os.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 176 pages. 

Post-war Florence and its enclosed society of cosmopolitans and lovers of the arts 

is the milieu of Mr. Swan’s first novel. He has an easy and elegant style and a good 
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ear for dialogue and if the scope of his tale is limited, its theme is one on which he 
writes with knowledge and sympathy. His heroine, a sensitive but naive English 
heiress, marries an impoverished An glo-Italian dilettante, and there is more than a 
hint of the favourite Jamesian theme of the union of the wealthy innocent with the 
sophisticated aristocrat. ‘The story is well constructed and solid in detail, marred only 
by a melodramatic denouement. 


THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW PATH. Honor Tracy. 
Methuen, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 238 pages. 
If this novel can be said to have a hero at all, then it is Ireland. The next character 
in importance is Andrew Butler, an English anthropologist, who is recuperating in 
a small village after a nervous breakdown, and who becomes quite innocently 
involved in a libel suit. It is in his interaction with the other characters, the comical, 
crooked lawyers, Canon Peart the parish priest, and the vividly-drawn, Anglo-Irish 
Lord Patrickstown, that the interest and comedy of the book lie. Miss Tracy has an 
unerring eye for human weaknesses and for national characteristics, and an admirable 
impartiality about the institutions and ideas she tells so effectively in her very funny 


book. 


THE GREAT CAPTAINS. Henry Treece. Bodley Head, 13s.6d. 1956. 
21 cm. 254 pages. 

The real King Arthur could have borne little resemblance to the Arthur of legend. 
Mr. Treece here strips him of the later romance and glamour, without claiming 
historical accuracy for the result. Arthur first appears as the turbulent, half-savage 
Prince of a wild Celtic tribe at a time when the Romans have departed from Britain 
and the country has lost much of the civilisation that the Romans brought. The 
story follows him through his twelve great battles with the Saxons to his old age 
and his death at the hands of Medrodus, who himself dies in the event. Mr. Treece 
writes convincingly and The Great Captains provides an imaginative picture of life 
in Britain as it might have been in the Dark Ages. 


LEAD ON TO FORTUNE. Paul Venables. Reinhardt, 12s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 2§2 pages. 

“Young Digby’, assistant stage manager to a provincial repertory company, and the 
new leading lady, Jose Girard, fall in love at first sight. Their story is one of conflict 
between love and ambition, arising from Jose’s success and leading inevitably to 
estrangement. Both are drawn sy mpathetically but with unsparing honesty and the 
poignant quality of their relationship is successfully communicated to the reader. 
In addition, the novel gives a revealing glimpse of conditions in the theatrical pro- 
fession in post-war London. 


THE TREE OF MAN. Patrick White. Eyre &  Spottiswoode, 18s. 
1956. 20°§ cm. $06 pages. 
A young Australian at the turn of the century carves out a home for himself in the 
wilderness, marries, has two children, lives and dies: that is the framework of this 
quite outstanding novel. What grips the attention is not so much the external events 
—though they include fire, flood, drought and a little of World War I—as the 
internal drama, and the vivid, economical style in which it is conveyed. Unsparing 
observation of human pettiness and malice is combined with a wry, Australian 
lyricism and an almost Tolstoyan sense of mercy. Towards the end are two scenes— 
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one when the old man and his wife are watching Hamlet, one in church—which 
alone would challenge comparison with anything written in English in the last ten 
years. 


CRISIS COTTAGE. Geoffrey Willans. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1956. 
20°§ cm. 208 pages. 

This is a story of life in the English countryside, starting with the narrator’s purchase 
of a 16th century cottage with two acres of land and a crop of amusing problems and 
proceeding through a series of entertaining episodes to a reasonably sunny end. The 
accounts of frustrated attempts to make a fortune by growing vegetables or rearing 
chickens; meetings with an intriguing set of neighbours and others; constant battles 
with the unexpected, and a remarkable village cricket match, make good reading, 
All of it might have happened and readers who know English country life will 
probably be prepared to believe that much of it did. It is all very light-hearted and 
entertaining. 


THE MAN IN THE GREY FLANNEL SUIT. Sloan Wilson. 
Cassell, 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 314 pages. 

Tom Rath, the man in the grey flannel suit, is a middle class New Yorker with a 
wife, a growing family, a suburban house, a good war record and middle age not 
far ahead. His anxieties are vividly described; but his moral dilemmas, though 
convincingly presented, are solved after the manner of fairy tales rather than of 
real life. Witty, optimistic and above all readable, this book was, not surprisingly, 
an American best-seller. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


THE LIVING AND THE DEAD. Pierre Boileau and Thomas Narcejac. 
Translated from the French by Geoffrey Sainsbury. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 1956. 
20°§ cm. 192 pages. 

The authors are masters of the art, especially characteristic of French novels, of 

investing with a sense of mystery and wonder what is superficially at least a some- 

what sordid tale of middle-class passion and crime. The effect is achieved by a 

microscopic observation of the details of middle-class life allied to a rare power of 

generating suspense; the confusion of identity which is the keystone of the plot is 
sustained almost to the last page. A very readable thriller, admirably translated. 


THE SECOND MAN. Edward Grierson. Chatto & Windus, 13s.6d. 1956. 
20°§ cm. 256 pages. 
The exciting plot of a crime story is used here as a means rather than an end—it 
provides the stage on which counsel for the defence, a young woman barrister, and 
the accused play their separate and yet closely related parts. Marion Kerrison obtains 
her first important brief in the trial for murder of John Maudsley whose lies and 
prevarications thwart her every effort on his behalf. Convinced of his innocence, she 
labours to prevent a miscarriage of justice. The mounting tension of the plot never 
obscures, but rather counterbalances, the central drama of a courageous woman 
fighting her first major case under the critical eyes of her colleagues. Many besides 
crime enthusiasts will enjoy this excellent novel. 
MAIGRET’S REVOLVER. Simenon. Translated from the French by 
Nigel Ryan. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 158 pages. 
A new Maigret is always welcome. This time Chief Inspector Maigret becomes 
involved in a case that brings him to London in search of a young man who has had 
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the temerity to steal Maigret’s own revolver and is apparently determined to commit 
murder with it. Robbery, blackmail, and a number of other violent ingredients go 
to make a good story and Maigret is his usual inimitable self—shrewd, ruthless when 
the occasion demands, unconventional, but always human. 


Reprints 
HEMLOCK AND AFTER. Angus Wilson. Reprint. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 
1956. 18 cm. 246 pages. Paper covers. 

Mr. Wilson made his reputation as a short story writer and this is his first novel 
(it was first published in 1952). Tracing the moral disintegration of a famous 
‘progressive’ writer, it indulges in the process in a biting satire of the post-war 
British scene, concentrating its attack on the literary world, on sex relationships and 
aberrations, and on the uneasy shifts of power and influence within the middle classes. 
Mr. Wilson always holds the reader’s interest and his gifts for dialogue and 
characterisation are outstanding, but there are weaknesses of construction in this 
novel which suggest that he is not yet at home in the new form. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
SHIRLEY: YOUNG BOOKSELLER. Valerie Baxter. Bodley Head, 
7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 192 pages. (Bodley Head Career Books for Girls) 
MARGARET LANG: FASHION BUYER. Mary Delane. Chatto 
& Windus, 7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 150 pages. Frontispiece. (A Mary Dunn Career 
Novel) 
Inspired by her success in disposing of a legacy of 600 books by taking them round 
on sale during a caravanning holiday, Shirley takes a job with a bookseller and is 
gradually initiated into the mysteries of selling books for a living. Margaret, fired 
by ambition to become a fashion buyer, joins a large provincial store and graduates 
to London and an even larger store. Each girl makes good and each finds romance after 
an initial setback. Both stories are competently written and older girls will enjoy them 
for their human appeal and their informative details of two interesting careers. 


THE HONEY SIEGE. Gil Buhet. Translated from the French by Geoffrey 
Sainsbury. Cape, 9s.6d. 1956. 20 cm. 254 pages. 

First published in 1953 as a novel for adults and now issued in a cheaper edition for 
children, this is a slight but charming story set near the Pyrenees in the remote 
province of Languedoc. A class of schoolboys, unjustly suspected of robbing their 
schoolmaster’s hives, barricade themselves in the ancient fortress which stands above 
their village. The feuds which these events generate and the repercussions throughout 
the rest of the province make an amusing plot. But the most memorable things in the 
novel are its brilliant sketches of village life and its understanding of the motives and 
character of the boys. 


THE INNOCENT WAYFARING. THE WONDERFUL 
WINTER. Marchette Chute. Phoenix House, 10s.6d. each. 1956. 19 cm. 
190: 192 pages. Decorations and endpaper map by the author: Illustrations and 
endpaper maps by Grace Golden. 

The first story is set in Chaucer’s England about 1370. Anne Richmond, having 

escaped from her convent school to go to London, fortunately meets Nick Ware, 

who, for some time, has preferred wayfaring to business. Their three days’ travel 
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brings them into contact with many sides of contemporary life and custom, but, 
eventually convinces them that Anne must first return home if, as they now hope, 
they are to spend their lives together. The London of 1596 is the scene of the second 
story. Robert Wakefield, leaving his Suffolk home and life with three maiden aunts 
and a new tutor, hitch-hikes to London. He is there befriended by John Heminges, 
the actor, and himself becomes absorbed in theatre life and meets many famous 
actors. The historical characters and the authentic and typical details forming a vivid 
background to these light, humorous stories will appeal to young readers from 
II to 14 years. 


FIVE DOLLS AND THE MONKEY. Helen Clare. Bodley Head, 8s.6d. 
1956. 19 cm. 112 pages. Illustrations by Cecil Leslie. 

Young child and adult alike will have no difficulty, in their imagination, in making 
themselves small and entering, as Elizabeth did, the dolls’ house world created by 
the author. There they will find very definite personalities in Elizabeth's tenants, and 
share in the games and mishaps and bright ideas that abound there. The transitions 
from one dimension to another are beautifully made and the quick humour of the 
dialogue is never forced or would-be clever. 


TAKTUK: An Arctic Boy. Marjorie Flack and Helen Lomen. Bodley Head, 
7s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 150 pages. Illustrations and endpaper maps (in colour) by 
Marjorie Flack. 

This is the story, simply told with authentic local colour, of how a ten-year-old 

Eskimo boy sailed with his family and neighbours from their winter settlement 

across the newly unfrozen water to their summer station and there took part in the 

exciting and exhausting round-up and marking of their large reindeer herd, becoming 
himself the proud owner of a fawn. Taktuk’s other adventures include a very 
successful whale hunt and an alarming storm on the homeward journey. For children 

of 10-15. 


STARLIGHT. Esmé Hamilton. Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 144 pages. 
Illustrations by Lilian Buchanan. 

The young hero of this series of incidents is Johnnie, son of the owner of Starlight, 
an Icelandic pony whose breaking-in has been mismanaged. Besides having a natural 
flair for dealing with dogs and horses, Johnnie delights in the Irish countryside 
around his father’s farm and enjoys sharing his discoveries with Susan, a visitor from 
London. Together they watch a waterhen and her chicks, a vixen and her cubs and 
Susan learns to fish under Johnnie’s expert instruction. Young naturalists of 10-13 
will enjoy this book. 


THE ROAD LIES WEST. Elizabeth Howard. Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1956. 
19 cm. 190 pages. 

Melissa, friendless at eighteen, is hopeful of joining one of the many wagons trekking 
west in America in the 1840's. She is accepted by a family—father, mother and 
towering son, Abel—to whom her fine singing voice is an asset in their peddling 
of a quack medicine. She leaves them when she discovers the true nature of their 
business and joins a theatrical company in Pittsburgh. But further disillusionment 
awaits her and she is glad to turn to the now repentant Abel, who has followed her. 
The author writes extremely well and the warm human appeal of her story and its 
vivid picture of early days in the New World will be appreciated by older girls. 
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THE MEMBER FOR THE MARSH. William Mayne. Oxford University 
Press, 10s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 174 pages. Illustrations by Lynton Lamb. Endpaper 
map. 

Though as leisurely as West Country speech, this is an exciting book in its quiet, 

sure-footed way. Boys going to school on the same bus form a club and when David 

joins them he is called the Member for the Marsh because he has to cross this every 
morning. At first frightened of its possibilities, with his new friends he becomes 

interested in the draining work which is going on there. They discover traces of a 

Lake Village, but it is not easy to decide what matters most, ancient history or the 

making of new fields. For those under twelve the setting might require a little adult 

explanation here and there, but the adventure is unforced and excellently written. 


ROMMEL’S BIRTHDAY PARTY. Anthony Richardson. Max 

Parrish, 8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 160 pages. 2 maps. 
The famous Commando raid led by Colonel Keyes on Rommel’s Headquarters in 
North Africa in November, 1941, provides the facts on which this exciting fictional 
story is based. Captain John Haselden of the Long Range Desert Group, disguised as 
an Arab, moved by secret native tracks to the area to prepare the way for the 
Commandos. He was helped in this dangerous task by a Sennussi boy and it is through 
the eyes of this young Arab that the story is told. The raid failed, but every step 
towards the end was marked by courage, drama and intense excitement. The story 
cannot fail to arouse the interest and admiration of all boys of 10-16 who delight in 
action. 


ON THE TRACK OF THE PAST. The Story of an Exploring Holiday. 
Frederick W. Robins. Phoenix House, 12s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 156 pages. 28 photo- 
graphs (15 by the author). 

Brian and Ann are disconsolate at the prospect of a holiday in a village instead of at 
the usual seaside resort. Luckily a local resident arouses their interest in historical 
remains. Rambling under his guidance, they find the past revealed where they never 
suspected it: in milestones, domestic and church architecture, old brickwork, sites of 
old camps and settlements, bridges, roads, flint implements, and place names. The 
book, conversational in style, with photographs admirably fitting the text, should 
interest young readers between 12 and 15 years. 


THE FOREST OF QUOKELUNDE. Michel Rouzé. Translated from 
the French by George Libaire. Parrish, 8s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 174 pages. Frontispiece 
map by Joan Emerson. 

In this story, based on a legend concerning a sunken forest, the adventures of some 

French boys and girls who plan to camp near the Mont St. Michel and find them- 

selves caught by the tide in an underground passage are excellently related. Readers 

from eleven onwards will be chiefly interested in the resourcefulness of Pierre and 

Suzanne and the good humour of their followers in odd and often dangerous 

circumstances. At the same time, the author conveys much of the geological and 

historical background of the region. A sequel would certainly be welcome. 


TWINS AND DRAWING BOARDS. A Career Story for Girls. Edith 
C. Walton. Heinemann, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 208 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 
This volume, for older girls, on art as a career combines useful information about 
examinations and the careers open to art students with a very readable story about the 
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Twins’ first love affairs. There is some interesting detail about the teaching of art, 
lessons in textile design, composition, life classes, and about the development of 
different kinds of artistic talent. It gives a pleasant picture of casual, free and easy 
student life, and deals honestly with the first stirrings of romantic love. 


LITTLE HOUSE IN THE BIG WOODS. Laura Ingalls Wilder. 
Methuen, 9s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 144 pages. Illustrations by Garth Williams. 

This true story (for children of 8-10) of Wisconsin in pioneering days, seen from the 
point of view of two little girls, describes the self-sufficiency of the settler, the tales 
and songs on long winter evenings, spring and summer work, a visit to neighbours and 
a store. The text and the excellent illustrations bring one close to the background of 
forest and uninhabited countryside, against which fear of the dark and attacks from 
wild beasts is offset by the courage and cheerfulness of the family and their friends. 


Non-Fiction 


THEY FOUGHT FOR CHILDREN. Peggy Chambers. Bodley Head, 
10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 192 pages. 10 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

In her Great Company the writer gave brief lives of pioneers in the battle against 
disease. She now describes the life and work of some of those who have devoted 
themselves to the welfare of children: Sister Dora, Lord Shaftesbury, Doctor 
Barnardo, Mary Macarthur, Eglantyne Jebb, Margaret McMillan, Geraldine 
Cadbury, Robert Baden-Powell, Sister Kenny and Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence. 
The book incidentally describes, among other matters, the conditions of child labour 
in the early factories, the growth of ragged schools and children’s homes and the 
establishment of the Save the Children Fund. It should interest children aged 12-15. 


FUN WITH ASTRONOMY. Mae and Ira Freeman. Edmund Ward, 
gs.6d. 1956. 25°5 cm. 64 pages. Numerous illustrations. 

A book inviting young readers to enjoy ‘space travel’ in a new sense. Many 
astronomical phenomena are clearly explained and illustrated by diagrams, maps 
and excellent photographs. The reader is then shown that, by his own observations, 
easy experiments and charts, he can test these facts and understand the changing 
seasons, the phases of the moon, eclipses, the measurement of time and astronomical 
distances, the movement and location of heavenly bodies. This excellent practical 
book will undoubtedly appeal to young people from eleven to sixteen and probably 
to many adults with no astronomical knowledge. 


GREAT MEN OF YORKSHIRE (East Riding). Ernest Kay. GREAT 
MEN OF ESSEX. C. Henry Warren. GREAT MEN OF WARWICK- 
SHIRE. Anthony Parker. Bodley Head, 7s.6d. cach. 1956. 19 cm. 160: 160: 158 
pages. 6: 7: 5 illustrations. Map. (Men of the Counties, 4, 5 and 6) 

Three new titles in a series of life stories of eminent men (and women) connected 

with various counties. The range is wide. The Warwickshire volume, for instance, 

includes lives of Shakespeare, George Eliot, George Cadbury, the Quaker philan- 
thropist who founded the model town at Bournville, and Sir Frank Whittle, the 
inventor of the turbo-jet engine, with a clear and simple explanation of the theory 
of jet-propulsion. The life of Shakespeare selects just what it is necessary to know 
about the man, with a judicious separation of fact from legend, the plays, the social 
and historical background and the structure and organisation of the Elizabethan 
theatre—it is a masterly piece of compression. The Essex volume includes the too 
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little known lives of William Harvey, who discovered the circulation of the blood, 
and John Ray, the first great English botanist. The chapters on Constable and William 
Morris give some useful information on the fashions in art against which they 
reacted. Among the great men of the East Riding are John Fisher, Bishop of 
Rochester, Wilberforce, and the famous sportsman Sir Tatton Sykes. The historical 
background in the Civil Wars in the life of Sir John Hotham is a little unsound, but 
on the whole the information given in these books is reliable and is presented in a 
lively and readable fashion. They are suitable for children aged 11-14. 


EVERY CHILD’S BIRTHDAY BOOK. Devised and edited by Derek 
McCulloch. Odhams Press, 128.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. 160 pages. Numerous illustrations 
(some in colour). Musical examples. 

In this delightful miscellany for children of 7-13 the section for each calendar month 

contains a page for recording special birthdays, followed by informative, well-written 

articles, with excellent illustrations, on a typical wild flower, bird, insect and mammal 
likely to be seen at this period, a poem, a short story and an article of general interest 
on such subjects as looking after cats, dogs and other pets, cricket, netball and soccer, 

photography, camping, birdsong. The editor was formerly Director of the B.B.C. 

Children’s Hour, and his contributors include such experts as James Fisher, Geoffrey 

Grigson, Ludwig Koch and Brian Vesey Fitzgerald. 


AND SO TO SEW. An Introduction to Sewing. Prepared by the Needlework 
Development Scheme. University of London Press, 15s. 1956. 26 cm. 144 pages. 
Numerous illustrations (some in colour). 4 charts. Index. 


Although written primarily for girls in their teens who want to make their own 
clothes—the styles chosen are particularly suitable for them—this is a most helpful 
book for any beginner. There are notes (with excellent diagrammatic illustrations) 
on different fabrics and their uses, how to make, use and adapt patterns, individual 
sewing and embroidery stitches and such techniques as button-holing, making darts 
and plackets, shirring, fitting zip-fasteners, etc. Detailed but very clear instructions 
(complete with patterns) for making a basic wardrobe are included, together with 
sensible advice on personal grooming, how to dress and to keep clothes in good 
condition. 


SIX GREAT POETS. Chaucer, Pope, Wordsworth, Shelley, Tennyson, The 
Brownings. Aubrey de Selincourt. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 248 pages. 
6 illustrations. (“Six Great’ Series) 
Mr. de Selincourt’s choice of authors is perhaps weighted a little heavily in favour of 
nineteenth century romantic poetry (four poets are chosen from this period), but 
given this selection he shows himself a skilled writer at creating a portrait of each 
poet that is both fresh in its emphasis and simple in its outlines. The essay on Pope 
will probably be found the most illuminating, but at all times Mr. de Selincourt 
writes with a keen enjoyment of poetry and a sure sense of period. His book is 
especially suitable for encouraging the taste of readers in their early teens. 


Correction: The opening words of the review of The Theory of Hydrodynamic Stability (in our 
March issue) should have read ‘A tribute to von K4rm4n’—the well-known aeronautical engineer 
who is Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board U.S.A.F. and of the Advisory Group for 
Aeronautical Research and Development to NATO. 
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